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Encountering The Truths of The Book of Romans

Romans 13: Living The Way God Wants Us To In This World

Immediately following Paul’s admonitions in chapter 12 to live sacrificially in several areas of
our lives, he adds one more area which may very well require living sacrificially - love, honor,
respect, obedience and submission to governing authorities.

Now, whenever the Word of God challenges us with actions that are difficult to carry out, or
that require laying ourselves down and living sacrificially - especially when those we are asked
to live sacrificially towards are not worthy (in our estimation) of that sacrifice - we immediately
try to find a way to redefine or reinterpret what Jesus is asking us to do

Salvation Through Jesus Alone

John 14:6

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

Forgiveness
Matthew 18:21-22

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times.”

Luke 17:3-4

3 So watch yourselves.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4 Even
if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’
you must forgive them.”

Matthew 6:14-15
“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”



Obedience

Ephesians 6:1-3

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you and that you
may enjoy long life on the earth.””

Ephesians 6:5
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you
would obey Christ.

Submission & Honor

Ephesians 5:21-22, 25

“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit yourselves to your own
husbands as you do to the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her”

My point is, we desperately try to soften the demands that the Scriptures place upon our lives
as followers of Christ. Why not rather allow the scriptures to be applied to our lives and our
situations with full force, before we start picking them apart, looking for a way out, a loophole,
an alternate interpretation.

That is how we should approach Romans 13...

What does it say?

Romans 13

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by

God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror
for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one
in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for
no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.



6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Love Fulfills the Law

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever
other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

The Day Is Near

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up
from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and

jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of the flesh.

GOVERNING AUTHORITIES

1 Peter 2:13-14

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as
the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do

wrong and to commend those who do right.

1 Peter 2:18-21

18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are
good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone
bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to
your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing
good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.



SUBMISSION, HONOR, RESPECT

Submission means placing oneself under someone else. (Not Blind Obedience) Paul seems to
avoid using the stronger word "obey" (cf. also v.5), probably because believers may find it
impossible to comply with every demand of the government.

Matthew 22:21
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

Matthew 5:41
41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.

GOD IS THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY

A circumstance may arise in which they must choose between obeying God and obeying people
(Ac 5:29). But even then they must be submissive in that, if their Christian convictions do not
permit their compliance, they will accept the consequences of such refusal.

Acts 5:29
“Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!”

LOVE FULFILLS THE LAW

Matthew 5:43-48

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 44 But I tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%2013:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%205:29

SUBMISSION WITH DISCERNMENT

Romans 13 does not demand blind obedience to every decree or policy enacted by a
government. In fact, the Apostle Paul’s command is not that we are obligated “to obey”
governing officials but “to submit” to them, acknowledging that all authority ultimately comes
not from humans but from God. Therefore, our submission to civil magistrates is not absolute.
Submission does not preclude civil disobedience when a government’s laws conflict with or
contradict God’s moral law. God’s law obligates us to live peaceably, respect governing
authorities, pay our taxes, and work for the common good, but we are also called to resist evil,
act justly, advocate for justice, and engage responsibly as citizens who call to account civil
authorities who betray their roles as God’s servants for good. Thus, our submission to governing
authorities requires wisdom to discern when to follow laws and when to resist them in
faithfulness to the Lord Christ. Our challenge as Christians is to navigate this tension with
wisdom, courage, and a commitment to righteousness in every circumstance.


https://www.esv.org/verses/Romans%2013/

