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Encountering The Truths of The Book of Romans

Romans 11: Grafted In

Romans 11

11 [ ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! [ am an Israelite myself, a descendant of
Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t
you know what Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against
Israel: 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left,
and they are trying to kill me”? 4 And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for
myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 So too, at the present time there
is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were,
grace would no longer be grace.

7 What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect among
them did, but the others were hardened, 8 as it is written:

“God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that could not see and ears that could not hear, to this
very day.”

9 And David says:

“May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them. 10 May
their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.”

Ingrafted Branches

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their
transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much
greater riches will their full inclusion bring!

13 [ am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my
ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of
them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be
but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole
batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.



17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not
consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not
support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so
that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you
stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches,
he will not spare you either.

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut

off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them
in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to
nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!

All Israel Will Be Saved

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has
come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is
concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are
irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as
a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too
may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to
disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.

Doxology

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who
has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For
from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.



Interpretive text

John 15:1-6

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.

In Chapter 11 Paul continues to talk about the salvation of the Jews as well as the salvation of
the Gentiles. He touches on subjects he has already discussed such as election (chosen),
predestination (determined beforehand), salvation by faith in Jesus, and national Israel as
opposed to Spiritual Israel; but he now uses a much different illustration to drive these points
home. Paul likens the salvation that is now available to all people through faith in the finished
work of Jesus Christ, to the process of grating. Specifically, the grafting of wild Olive branches
into a cultivated Olive tree which, by the way is the opposite of how things are done in the
natural.

24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature
were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!

In doing so, he shows us how God’s plan of salvation is explicitly woven throughout the Old
Testament (God’s Covenant relationship with The Nation of Israel) and is expressly tied to the
New Covenant (which includes National and Spiritual Israel - Jews and Gentiles) and its
fulfillment in Christ Jesus.

Romans 11:33-36

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or
who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?”
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever!
Amen.



Grafted into the root

Who is the root? Some would declare that the root is Israel or more specifically God’s promises
to Israel through the Abrahamic covenant. And though that is certainly a part of the cultivated
Olive tree,

16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the
root is holy, so are the branches.

| believe the root itself is God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). And faith in Jesus is that which
causes us to be grafted in

A well-grafted branch not only grows but also produces well.

Grafting only works when the new branch is of the same family as the original tree. For
example, you can’t graft a cherry branch onto an orange tree. A successful graft
requires a sort of “communication” between the old and new trees, which can only
occur between trees of the same type.

We are both olive trees - Mankind -The creation of God - offspring of Adam

Isaiah 11:1-3, 10 - The Branch From Jesse

11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—3 and he
will delight in the fear of the Lord...

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally
to him, and his resting place will be glorious.



Romans 15:12
12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over
the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.”

John 15:1, 5
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Revelation 22:16
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”

Nourished by the root

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have
been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive

root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider
this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.

Think about what we have in Christ...

2 Peter 1:3
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge

of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)
131 can do all things through [@Christ who strengthens me.

In John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, we meet a man who was carrying a heavy backpack, a burden,
on his shoulders. He couldn’t get rid of it until he came to Mount Calvary and he saw Him who died on
the cross to take away all our sins. As the pilgrim knelt there, transformed by grace, the burden
suddenly loosened, fell from his back, rolled down the hill, and disappeared into the empty tomb and
he never saw it again. He was free. If you are carrying around emotional baggage, damaged emotions,
hurtful memories, and unresolved shame, you'll find blessed freedom at the foot of the cross. And
when you are justified, you have peace with God, access to grace, assurance of heaven,
redemption from suffering, the Holy Spirit and his love, freedom from the coming day of
wrath—and you have Jesus Christ Himself. Hallelujah! - Robert Morgan


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=REvelation%2022%3A16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31098a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29456a

Changed by the root

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But
they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but
tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has
come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”

Grafting takes a branch of an uncultivated (wild) tree that has some favorable qualities,
cuts it off from the tree it is currently a part of, strips it of its leaves, and then cuts the host
tree in order to incorporate the mutilated branch. It isn’t a pleasant thing. The grafted
branch has to change, and the host has to support and nourish.

But here are some important facts about grafting — the host never changes. The
cultivated tree stays exactly the same, other than being cut to accept the graft. It is the
graft that changes, but the graft will never, ever make the newcomer exactly like the
natural branches. The fruit won’t ever look or taste exactly the same as the fruit the host
tree originally produced, but it will change. Wild fruit is generally not as abundant as
cultivated, or as large. Grafting changes that — and within a few years, the grafted branch
will produce fruit that is far superior in quantity to what it once produced when attached to
the natural wild stock.

John 15:1-6, 8

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that

is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned...

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.



Genesis 32:24-31

24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man
saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip
was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said,

“Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.

28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”

29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.

30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my
life was spared.”

31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.

Remain in the root

21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut
off.

John 15:1-6

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.



5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned...



