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Encountering The Truths of The Book of Romans 
  

Romans 1:1-32 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the 
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, 
who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness 
was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
  
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s Longing to Visit Rome 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 
all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my 
witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last 
by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 
  
11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that is, 
that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to be 
unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been 
prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I 
have had among the other Gentiles. 
  
14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 That is why 
I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 
  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 

God’s Wrath Against Sinful Humanity 

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is 



plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
  
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to 
be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to 
look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 
  
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

  
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful 
acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
  
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have 
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant 
and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no 
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that 
those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 
approve of those who practice them. 
  
Chapter 1 - The Call of The Gospel 
  
The idea of a call is seen throughout chapter 1 
  

Romans 1:1, 5-7 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God—  
  
5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
  
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to 
you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  



Paul’s own hearing of the call of the gospel included his call to proclaim the gospel to others  
  

Romans 1:1, 5-7 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God—  
  
Acts 9:15 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
  

  
The call of the gospel is the brining of the  good news of God’s existence,  

of who He is,  
of His love for mankind whom He created,  

of His plan of forgiveness, redemption and freedom from sin,  
of a righteousness, grace and peace than cannot be obtained through our 
own efforts,  

of eternal life in heaven instead of eternal punishment in hell. 
  
  

Romans 1:2-5 
2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his 
Son, who as to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of 
holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 
  
Romans 1:7, 16-17 
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 
  

  

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%201%3A2-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27934a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%201%3A2-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27935b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%201%3A2-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27936c


  
Is a Call to FOLLOW 

  
Matthew 4:18-22 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, 
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets 
and followed him. 
  
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 
them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
  

  
It may seem that there are many followers of Jesus, but if they were honestly to define the 
relationship they have with him I am not sure it would be accurate to describe them as 
followers. It seems to me that there is a more suitable word to describe them. They are not 
followers of Jesus. They are fans of Jesus. Here is the most basic definition of fan in the 
dictionary: “An enthusiastic admirer” It’s the guy who goes to the football game with no 
shirt and a painted chest. He sits in the stands and cheers for his team. He’s got a signed 
jersey hanging on his wall at home and multiple bumper stickers on the back of his car. But 
he’s never in the game. He never breaks a sweat or takes a hard hit in the open field. He 
knows all about the players and can rattle off their latest stats, but he doesn’t know the 
players. He yells and cheers, but nothing is really required of him. There is no sacrifice he 
has to make. And the truth is, as excited as he seems, if the team he’s cheering for starts to 
let him down and has a few off seasons, his passion will wane pretty quickly. After several 
losing seasons you can expect him to jump off the fan wagon and begin cheering for some 
other team. He is an enthusiastic admirer. 
  
My concern is that many of our churches in America have gone from being sanctuaries to 
becoming stadiums. And every week all the fans come to the stadium where they cheer for 
Jesus but have no interest in truly following him. The biggest threat to the church today is 
fans who call themselves Christians but aren’t actually interested in following Christ. 
  
Many have made a decision to believe in Jesus without making a commitment to follow 
Jesus. 

  
• Kyle Idleman, Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus 

  
  
 
  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11367623-not-a-fan


We Must HEAR The Call 
  
We just finished our missions convention and heard all about this principle from Romans 10:14 
  

Romans 10:14 
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 

  

  
The sound of that call has been drowned out by the lies of sin 

  
Romans 1:18-28 
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be 
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the 
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse. 
  
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 
  
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 
the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever 
praised. Amen. 
  
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed 
shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so 
God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 

  
That call was foretold by the prophets 
That call was heard in Christ Jesus 
  
  



Hebrews 1:1-2 
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 
  
Hebrews 3:12-15 
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 
away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness 14 We have come to 
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has 
just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion.” 

  

  
  
We Must UNDERSTAND The Call 
  
It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to bring understanding  
  

John 16:13-14 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you. 

  
John 16:8-11 
8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and 
about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

  
  

It has the power of salvation 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We Must RESPOND to The Call 
  
Through Faith 
  
Through works  
  

James 2:14-26 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and 
daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is 
not accompanied by action, is dead. 
  
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
  
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe 
that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
  
20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless[a]? 21 Was 
not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac 
on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith 
was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 
friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone. 
  
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
  
  

They left their nets 
  
Following is a choice and so is not following 
  

John 6:66 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

  

   
We Must CONTINUE to FOLLOW The Call 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%202%3A14-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30314a

