Lessons of The Prodigal (Part 4)

Sunday, January 25, 2026

Luke 15:11-31
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father,
give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one
of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to
be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and

celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to
celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has
come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with

him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!’

31 “My son,’” the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.”



Review - Lesson 1

Everything we need is in THE FATHER'S HOUSE.
o Stay Put
o Take Inventory
» Be Content
e Practice Gratitude

Lesson # 2 - STOP SLEEPING WITH PIGS - (Freedom from Sin)

e« RECOGNITION & REALIZATION (of what sin is)
e REPENTANCE & RETURNING

e RECEIVING & REMAINING

o REPEAT

Lesson # 3 - THE FATHER'S LOVE

Ephesians 3:14-19

17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

e His Love never stops looking

e His love longs for us to return

e Hislove is patient

e Hislove is amazing

e His love receives, restores, renews, replaces

« The world says His love is deserved by all but in reality His love is deserved by none
« Hislove is available to all but not everyone will avail themselves of it

« Hislove is a powerful force but he will not force you to accept it

e Hislove is unconditional but is conditioned by our acceptance

e Hislove is limitless but can be limited by our choices

e Hislove is freely given but must be willingly received

e His be love speaks the truth about sin rather than redefining it

« Hislove is recklessly extravagant but can be recklessly wasted

e He loves us in spite of our sin but doesn’t love us in our sin

e His Love doesn't leave us where we are but brings us to where He wants us to be



This last thought actually speaks to what Jesus was doing by telling the three parables in Luke
15

Luke 15:1-3

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”

He was trying to bring the Pharisees and teachers of the law to the place of loving the lost as
much as The Father and He did.

So He tells them three parables that reflect the heart of The Father and the Kingdom of Heaven
- a love of those who are lost and great rejoicing when they repent and are restored to right
relationship with God.

The first two parables show them exactly how they should be responding to the fact that tax
collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen - They should be rejoicing and
celebrating that the lost were being found.

In the third parable he presses this point home by using the older brother to demonstrate what
they were doing
o they were the older brother
e angry and upset
« rather than being concerned for those who are lost, joining the search, and rejoicing and
celebrating when the lost are found.

Lesson # 4 — THERE WERE TWO PRODIGALS
Jesus gives us a clue to this lesson in his own introduction to the third parable

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.
This parable is about both sons - because both are prodigals in their own right. Both are
separated from the Father. One physically through his choice to go to a foreign country and the
other by being separated from the Fathers heart. One willfully sinned through wild living the

other is sinning by not willfully not loving his brother

Both need to repent. The younger brother did. We are not told if the older brother did but the
way Jesus tells the parable, it appears he did not - or hadn’t yet



In fact, this isn't the only time Jesus told a parable about two sons to represent the difference
between the hearts of the sinners and tax collectors compared to the hearts of the chief priests
and elders of the law

Matthew 21:28-32
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’

29 “I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’
but he did not go.

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did.
And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.

Jesus juxtaposes the details of the brothers ages to make a further point. The younger brother -
the one who hasn’t had as much time to learn and mature and make wise decisions ends up
making the right choice. The older brother who should have been wiser and more mature,
makes the wrong choice.

The younger brother recklessly wasted his inheritance, but the older brother was recklessly
wasting what the father had given him as well - specifically His Love, His compassion, His
forgiveness, His concern, HIS HEART

We can fail to recognize our need of what The Father has and/or recognize what He has already
done for us

1John 1:8-10

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his
word is not in us.



In Matthew 20 Jesus tells yet another parable about a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He told them he would pay them a denarius for the
day's work Four more times he goes out (9, Noon, 3 and 5) to hire more workers but rather
than negotiate a set amount, he tells them he will "pay them what is right." When evening
came and it was time to pay the workers for the day he started with the last ones hired and
gave them a denarius. Those who were hired first assumed they would get more and were
upset when they didn't. The landowner told them...

Matthew 20:13-15

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to
work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the
same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’

We can be close in physical proximity but separated by great distance in spirit

Matthew 16:23
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;

you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

Luke 6:46
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?

We can have the appearance of life but still be dead in our sins

Matthew 23:27-28

27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead
and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

We can go through the motions without truly repenting in our hearts

Matthew 15:7-9

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 ““These people honor
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their
teachings are merely human rules.” ”



Matthew 7:21-23

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and
in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.
Away from me, you evildoers!’

We can begin to believe we deserve what has been freely and generously given

Ephesians 2:4-5
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

Titus 3:5
5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

We can focus on the speck in our brother’s eye and miss the log in ours

Matthew 7:3
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the

plank in your own eye?

We can falsely assume we have arrived when we still have so far to go to become like The
Father

Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

*Interestingly in Matthew 18 this teaching on forgiveness comes right after Jesus tells
them the story of the Lost sheep.



We can fail to reflect The Father’s love, forgiveness, grace and mercy while being benefactors
of it ourselves

To emphasize the need for forgiving others and truly reflecting God's love, forgiveness,
grace and mercy; Jesus follows up his words to Peter in Matthew 18 with the Parable of
the unmerciful servant.

Matthew 18:23-35

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of

gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and
his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and I
will pay back everything.” 277 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and
let him go.

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’
he demanded.

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it
back.’

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could
pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and
went and told their master everything that had happened.

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that
debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be
tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.”



