Lessons of The Prodigal (Part 3)

Sunday, January 18, 2026

Luke 15:11-31
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to
a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they
began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother
has come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe
and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with

prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’



31 “My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.””

Review - Lesson 1

Everything we need is in THE FATHER'S HOUSE.
o Stay Put
» Take Inventory
» Be Content
e Practice Gratitude

Lesson # 2 - STOP SLEEPING WITH PIGS - (Freedom from Sin)

e RECOGNITION & REALIZATION (of what sin is)
o REPENTANCE & RETURNING

o RECEIVING & REMAINING

o REPEAT

Hebrews 12:1

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us,

Lesson # 3 - THE LOVE OF THE FATHER

Ephesians 3:14-19

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth
derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with

power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with
all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of

Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God.



His Love never stops looking

Two powerful descriptions in this parable remind us that the Father never stopped
looking for the son to come home

o He saw him while he was still a long way off
o Herantohim

e The previous two parables establish us that God goes looking
o The lost sheep
o The lost coin

Luke 19:10
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

o But this one shows us a different characteristic of this love that never stops looking

e Inthe first two parables this love seeks after that which is lost
o Here the love waits for that which is lost to return (and God does both)

Jeremiah 31:3

3 The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.

Jeremiah 31:3 (Modern English Version)

3 The Lord has appeared to him from afar, saying: Indeed, I have loved you with
an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.

His love longs for us to return

Jeremiah 3:22

22 “Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.” “Yes, we will come to you, for
you are the Lord our God.

His love is patient

2 Peter 3:9

9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentanc



His love is amazing

1John 3:1
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God!

His love receives, restores, renews, replaces

The world says His love is deserved by all but in reality His love is deserved by none

His love is available to all but not everyone will avail themselves of it

His love is a powerful force but he will not force you to accept it

His love is unconditional but is conditioned by our acceptance

His love is limitless but can be limited by our choices

Jude 21

21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring
you to eternal life.

Psalm 36:7
7 How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your
wings.

His love is freely given but must be willingly received

His love speaks the truth about sin rather than redefining it

His love is recklessly extravagant but can be recklessly wasted

He loves us in spite of our sin but doesn’t love us in our sin

His Love doesn't leave us where we are but brings us to where He wants us to be



