Lessons of The Prodigal

Sunday, January 4, 2026

Key Text: Luke 15:11-24
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to
a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they
began to celebrate.

On this first Sunday of 2026 let's take notice of what the Prodigal Son discovered the hard way.

Everything we need is in THE FATHER'S HOUSE.

The prodigal doesn’t realize that everything he wants, everything he is looking for is already
available to him - free of charge and consequence - in The Fathers House

So he leaves it all behind, takes what the father has blessed him with and goes looking for it
only to be left with nothing, broken, alone, desperate, hungry

It is in that moment, while having a conversation with a pig about sharing its food, he comes to
his senses and realizes what he had left behind



Even his father's hired servants were much better off than he was because they too were
recipients of the father’s nature, character and blessings.

Things like...
« Love
e Provision
* Protection
» Position

e Peace and Rest

2 Peter 1:3
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

People want what The Father has to provide, but they waste it on their own selfish desires

James 1:13-17

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away
by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.

They want the blessings of love - an intimate and committed relationship - but will waste the
gifts that God brought down to us in the form of marriage with worldly relationships, one night
stands, jumping from one partner to another, sex before marriage, living together, adulterous
affairs, divorce.

They want the blessings of Gods provision but refuse to obediently honor and trust Him with
their tithe and offerings.

They want the blessing of Gods protection from the evil one but waste it by opening up the
doors of their life to all kinds of darkness and evil, loving the things of the world and living like
the world.

It’s like getting upset because your umbrella is not protecting you from the rain because
you are carrying it unopened by your side



They want the blessings of wisdom and maturity in Christ but don’t want to spend time in The
Word, or in prayer or going to church.

They want the position of being a child of God but squander it by not living in submission to one
another, having a servants heart, acknowledging that Jesus' way is that the greatest among us
would be the servant of all, refusing to forgive and by not walking in love and kindness to
everyone

They want the blessing of peace and rest, yet fill their lives with everything they possibly can
instead of being led beside the still waters and being made to lie down in green pastures by the
good shepherd. We want it but only if we can find time to work it into our overcrowded
schedules

STAY PUT

*For those of you that have already entered into a relationship with God The Father through
believing on Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, repenting of those sins and inviting
Him into your heart as Savior and Lord - You are already a part of the family, a son or daughter
of God, who has the privilege of living in The Father's House.

*For those who haven't done that yet, | echo Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 6

2 Corinthians 6:2
2 ..."I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation."

You will receive the same reception the Prodigal Son received... A Father who loves you and
who has been waiting for you to come home. A father who receives you with great joy, who
welcomes you to the family, who puts a robe of righteousness upon you, fills you with His spirit
and throws a celebration.

Luke 15:10
10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

Immediately, all that The Father has is available to you...

And immediately the devil will begin tempting you to give it up for something that he suggests
The Father doesn’t have.

The Devils oldest trick is to make you think that the grass is always greener on the other side.
That's why Jesus said...



John 15:4-11
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory,that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

That's why David proclaims...

Psalm 23:1, 6 (ESV)
23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.

And elsewhere the Sons of Korah sing out with praise...

Psalm 84:10-11

10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 11 For

the Lord God is a sun and shield the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he
withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

TAKE INVENTORY

One of the reasons we believe the devil's lies and go looking for greener pastures is because we
don't realize all that God has prepared for us

How many of you have gone out and bought something you thought you needed only to find
out later you already had one or several?



That’s why we need to be in the Word, why we need to commune with The Lord in Prayer, why
we need to meet with others to be strengthened and encouraged as we study the Word,
Worship the Lord together and hear testimonies of what the Lord has done.

This is where spiritual practices like fasting help us understand what we have and what is

important and what isn’t

BE CONTENT

1 Timothy 6:6
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

The devil tricked Adam and Eve by preying on their lack of contentment...

Genesis 2:16
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;

Genesis 3:2
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,

We always want more

| was thinking about Samson and all that God had gifted him with and what God wanted to do
through him. And yet that wasn’t enough...

Judges 14:1-3
14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2 When he

returned, he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now
get her for me as my wife.”

3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or
among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?”

But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.”

We have a great tendency to spend more time complaining about and seeking what we don’t
have than being thankful and enjoying what we do have



PRACTICE GRATITUDE
We complain about what we don’t have rather than praise and thank God for what we do have

Colossians 2:7 (NLT)
7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will
grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.

Ephesians 5:20
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.



