SAVED
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Matthew 1:21
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus {The greek from of Joshua
or Yeshua - "The Lord Saves'}, because he will save his people from their sins.”

Luke 2:11
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

What does it mean to be saved and how do we obtain this gift of God?

Conversation with Ken about some churches he's been to lately and what they seem to be
saying about salvation

The answers to those questions seem to swing on this huge pendulum all the way from the one
extreme of - "NOTHING, God loves us - so we are saved. Jesus died and thus all are saved " -
Universalism to the other extreme of including differing and various types of conditions {Works}
that must accompany our faith in what Jesus has done in order for us to be saved.

In between we encounter such things as the more Calvinistic ideas of predestination and
eternal security (once saved always saved) and the more Armenian beliefs of our willful choice
in participating in God's grace and progressive sanctification.
Being SAVED begins with our REALIZATION and RECOGNITION that...

Realization - an act of becoming fully aware of something as a fact.

Recognition - acknowledgment of something's existence, validity, or leqality

There is a REAL GOD who became a REAL PERSON because He loves us and wanted to save us
from our sins,

He came to RELIEVE us from the curse of sin
Romans 5:12

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in
this way death came to all people, because all sinned—”
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Galatians 3:13-14

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given
to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might
receive the promise of the Spirit.”

He came to REDEEM us from the debt of sin

Isaiah 44:22
“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to
me, for I have redeemed you.””

| owed a debt | could not pay, He paid the debt He did not owe

He came RESTORE us from the destruction of sin

Ephesians 2:1
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,”

Ruth 4:14-15 ESV

“Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without
a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life
and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to
you than seven sons, has given birth to him.””

Ephesians 2:4-5
“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”

Salvation is OBTAINED by grace through FAITH - In other words we BELIEVE (not a work but a
response)

Ephesians 2:8-10

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”



Romans 4:5
“However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their
faith is credited as righteousness.”

By faith we RECEIVE

John 1:12
12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God—

He will not force us to receive the gift

Joel 2:32
32 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem there will be deliverance,

Acts 16:31
3'They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”

By faith we REPENT

2 Corinthians 7:9-11

“yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to
repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way
by us. Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what
earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved
yourselves to be innocent in this matter.”

By faith we seek to walk in RIGHT RELATIONSHIP with Him

We may not be perfect but we are striving for perfection not by our own strength but
through the strength of He who lives in us



1John 1:7
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”

Titus 3:4-8

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, > he saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become

heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress
these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to
doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

By faith we allow Him to RULE and REIGN in our hearts

Ephesians 2:10
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.”

2 Timothy 1:9-10

“He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ
Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the

gospel.”

CONCLUSION

2 Corinthians 13:5
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize
that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?

| believe that the scriptural test for being in the faith includes the following
questions/tests/examinations



1. Dol believe in God - The One True God of the Bible? The creator of the heavens and the
earth and everything in it. The eternally self-exist | AM?

2. Do | believe that He is a Holy God and that no sin will enter His presence? Which means |
cannot enter His presence because Romans 3:23 says that all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God. And Romans 6:23 says that the wages of that sin is death. This death
is not only a physical death but a spiritual death, or separation from God eternally in Hell.

3. Dol believe that there is a Heaven and a Hell and that | will spend eternity in one of those
2 places?

4. Do | believe that God loves me and the He sent His son, Jesus, to take on human flesh,
that though He was fully man, He was also fully God - the second person of the Trinity -
that He lived a sinless life and died on the cross to pay the price for my sins?

5. Do | believe that He was crucified, buried, and on the third day He rose again. That He
ascended to heaven where He sits at the right hand of The Father and that He is coming
again.

6. Do | believe that the only way | can spend eternity in heaven is through faith in Jesus
Christ? That He is the way, the truth and the life and that no man can come to the Father
except through Him? That the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus My Lord?

7. Have | repented of my sins, asked God to forgive me of those sins and asked Jesus to

come into my life by confessing Him as my Savior and My Lord?

8. Do | have a living relationship with Jesus that is transforming my life, bringing me into
conformity with the truth of God's Word and His perfect will for my life?

If we can't say yes to these questions, then | would suggest that we can't say that we are IN THE
FAITH

We may know ABOUT Jesus

We may have had ENCOUNTERS with Jesus

We may BELIEVE IN Jesus

We may even DO some of the things that Christians are supposed to do

But we are not truly living in a faith relationship with Him



