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For several weeks we have been working our way through the book of Job and wrestling with
the questions of faith that we find throughout the book.

Today | want to continue that journey with a look at chapters 28-37 as we focus on yet another
guestion that arises during times of pain, struggle and suffering.

In chapters 28-31, we hear Job's final thought towards his friends’ accusations and his final
qguestions of the book

In Chapters 32-37, we are introduced to someone we have never met before - Elihu-and a
perspective that is different than both Job and his three friends.

But before we start unpacking the powerful thoughts in these chapters, let's listen in to the
thoughts of Job's wife as, once again, she gives us her perspective on their journey of suffering.

Questions, questions, questions. Every question is a rock piled onto my weary soul. Every day seems to
bring more questions but no answers. Unless you count as answers the foolish words of Job’s so-called
friends and my equally useless “friends”.

Will Job ever have the answers to his questions? Will I?

All my questions bombard my mind in an overwhelming flood, each one heavier than the last. (SAYS
QUESTIONS FASTER AND FASTER)

Is God even real?

Why do bad things happen to good people?
Why was | ever born?

Is this because of sin?

Can | trust God?

What’s the point?

How could | ever approach God?

Isn’t there anyone who can be my friend?
The most heartbreaking questions begin with
Why

Why are my children dead?



Why has God deserted us
Why can’t we find any answers?
As | continue to “not eavesdrop” on my husband, | find myself lost in a sea of confusion.

And who is this Elihu? He seems ... different from the rest. But different in a good way? Or just different. He
is young...and yet...there seems to be a wisdom there... Could he be the voice of reason in this cacophony
of confusion?

Elihu said,

But it is the spirit in a person,

the breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.

(SAYS SLOWLY) The breath of the Almighty that gives them understanding.
The breath of the Almighty. Oh my, that takes MY breath away at the thought.

Like a lone flower poking its head out, buried in mud after a storm, a faint feeling of hope emerges from
my slough of despondency, offering a glimmer of light in the darkness.

Could God have the answer?

Could God be the answer?

My heart fails at the thought.

I will wait and watch and listen to see what happens next with Job.
Wait, watch, listen...

And hope

Wait, watch, listen and hope... That's what we have been doing throughout this journey
through the book of Job...

And indeed we have already worked our way through quite a few soul stirring questions...

Is God even REAL?

Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?)
Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?
Why doesn’t God STOP Satan?

Why was | even BORN?

Is this because of SIN?

What’s The POINT?

| Should ANSWER for God, Shouldn’t I?

. How could | ever APPROACH God?
10.Can | TRUST God?

11.Is there anyone who can be my FRIEND?
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And in doing so we have explored some very faith strengthening answers.

What we have found is that You can believe in God, have a relationship with God and even Love
God but still struggle with questions... Questions that are often clouded by the difficulties of
the circumstances through which we are going. But that those questions do have answers... If
we allow God to speak to us through His word and through the revelation that our great
teacher, The Holy Spirit, brings to our hearts as we daily walk with Him.

Today, let's consider one more question that | hear coming from Job's heart as he wraps up his
discussions with his friends.

Chapters 28-31 reveals the longing of Job's heart which | think can be summarized with the
guestion...

Will | ever have ALL THE ANSWERS?

Answers to what | am going through, answers to why, answers to how long, answers to all of
the questions that have been pounding on the doors of my faith since | have experienced all
this suffering in addition to the pitiful comfort and relentless accusations of my "Friends"

Listen to Job's words...

Chapter 28

28 There is a mine for silver and a place where gold is refined. 2 Iron is taken from the

earth, and copper is smelted from ore.

3 Mortals put an end to the darkness; they search out the farthest recesses for ore in the blackest
darkness.

Our human spirit has an incredible capacity to search for that which is hard to find.
Likewise we have an almost insatiable desire to find answers to the questions of our heart.

12 But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell? 13 No mortal
comprehends its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the living.

Unfortunately, those answers can often be illusive if not impossible to find
20 Where then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell?
Again, Job's faith seems to poke it's head through the depths of his questions and despair

offering a glimmer of the answer... What we have called "Prophetic Pictures That Point To
Christ"



23 God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it dwells, 24 for he views the ends
of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.

Perhaps without even realizing it... Job answers his own question or questions... The
answer is GOD

28 And he said to the human race, “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is
understanding.”

Chapter 29

2 “How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched over me, 3 when his lamp
shone on my head and by his light I walked through darkness! 4 Oh, for the days when I was in
my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house, 5 when the Almighty was still with
me and my children were around me,

Job reminisces about how wonderful life was before his suffering... but notice that his thoughts

lead him to speak about that which answers his own questions... The presence of God in his
life.

But soon Job's remembrances of the joy of the presence of God turn to lament about all he has
lost. He then settles, once again, on who is to blame for his situation - God - never realizing that
rather than seeing God as the solution - THE ANSWER TO HIS QUESTIONS - God is the one who
caused or at least allowed all his problems.

Chapter 30
16 “And now my life ebbs away; days of suffering grip me.

20 “I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer; I stand up, but you merely look at me. 21 You
turn on me ruthlessly; with the might of your hand you attack me.

The enemy always wants us to focus on what we don’t have rather than on what we do

Chapter 31

“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a young woman. 2 For what is our

lot from God above, our heritage from the Almighty on high? 3 Is it not ruin for the

wicked, disaster for those who do wrong? 4 Does he not see my ways and count my every step?

15 Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within
our mothers?



35 (“Oh, that I had someone to hear me!

As Job finishes up his final speech, he once again proclaims many wonderful truths of faith in,
and relationship with, God. It's as if He has the answer to all of his questions right at his
fingertips but still can't quite grasp it as a whole. God is the answer... A life lived in relationship
with God, a life lived for God, a life that trusts God's ways and seeks to live in obedience to His
truth. A life that is comforted by the knowledge that God sees everything. A life that trusts in
the justice of all His judgements. A life that believes God hears our every cry and understands
the condition of our heart.

Now for the answer to today’s questions... Will | ever have all the answers?...

| believe that what Job has already spoken in Chapters 28-31 (as well as what he has
prophetically spoken in earlier chapters - like...)

Job 19:25-26
25 I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 26 And
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;

along with the message of Chapters 32-27 give us the answer to that question...
NO! ...but | will always have God.
Let's divein...

As | said earlier, Chapters 32-27 introduce us to a character in the story we have never seen
before. No where are we told of anyone else being a part of this conversation. We know of
Job, we know of Job's wife, and we know about his three friends. But who is this Elihu?

If Katrina and | are watching a show, especially a series, and all of a sudden they introduce a
major character who completely changes everything you know about the show but whom you
have never heard mention of one time in all the time leading up to their introduction... We
usually look at each other and say "Hold on... How could you not have known about this
character... With all the details you know about the other characters and their lives how could
that one have not been mentioned or referred to in some way... You couldn’t... That's kind of
how | feel about Elihu... Where did he come from?... Where has he been all this time?... He
obviously had to be there because he has heard everything that has been said... But why wasn't
he included among those who came and sat with Job?... Why, until now, have we not been
aware of his presence?...

From nowhere he seems to appear...



Now | want to propose a thought to you based on another Old Testament character Who also
seemed to come from nowhere with no beginning and no ending and who’s presence was
alluded to as a representation or a type of the Christ

Melchizedek Priest of God and King of Salem

Hebrews 7:1-3

7 This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham
returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of
everything. First, the name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of
Salem” means “king of peace.” 3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without
beginning of days or end of life, resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever.

The more | consider it the more | see in Elihu a representation of or a typology of Christ

He has been there all along, and yet we were not aware of it just as Christ existed from the
beginning. He made an appearance into the story as one of the characters of the story, just as
Jesus made his entrance into the world in human flesh and became one of us. He speaks for
God and he speaks to God just as Jesus did. In his discourse, he speaks of one who is sent from
God and who becomes an intercessor between God and man. He speaks of the sinfulness of
man and the holiness of God he speaks of the righteous judgment of God. He speaks of the
need for repentance and obedience. He speaks of the ever presentness of God with his
creation. He even speaks of himself as one who has perfect knowledge.

His name alone gives us evidence of his nature and his representation of the answer to Job's
guestions

Elihu means - "My God, is He or He Is My God" A very similar meaning to Jesus who is
Emmanuel "God With Us"

What | am saying is that before we hear God speak in Chapters 38-42 we are given insight into
THE answers that we have been looking for all along

And that answer is God... God is the answer and He is with us and He will be with us ALWAYS
This is what Elihu and his words represent to me...

Chapter 32

2 But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became very angry with Job for
justifying himself rather than God. 3 He was also angry with the three friends, because they had
found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him.



Here we have a linage that ties him in with humanity (a real flesh and blood person) but the
other things we have described about him seems to also paint him as having no beginning and
no ending (Eternal). There is also an interesting play in chapter 32 where Elihu says he waited
to say something because he was young and he thought age should speak. It reminded me of
how Jesus, in John Chapter 8, (though he was young) claimed that Abraham "rejoiced at the
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” They scoffed at him and said: 57 “You are
not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”58 “Very truly I tell
you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, | am!”

In other words | am eternal and | have always been there
8 But it is the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.
This is like Jesus saying....

Luke 4:18

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free, (A quote from Isaiah

(And the good news - which is the presence and power of a God who loves us is the answer to
all of our problems)

21 I will show no partiality, nor will I flatter anyone;
In other words as Deuteronomy 10:17 declared he is the perfect and just judge
Deuteronomy 10:17

17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and
awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes

Chapter 33
4 The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

6 I am the same as you in God’s sight; I too am a piece of clay. 7 No fear of me should alarm
you, nor should my hand be heavy on you.

The Incarnation (Immanuel God With Us)

12 “But I tell you, in this you are not right, for God is greater than any mortal.



So often we formulate our thoughts about God in terms of what we know about man... But God
isnota man

14 For God does speak—now one way, now another— though no one perceivesit. 15 In a
dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on people as they slumber in their beds,
16 he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, 17 to turn them from
wrongdoing and keep them from pride, 18 to preserve them from the pit, their lives from
perishing by the sword. 19 “Or someone may be chastened on a bed of pain with constant
distress in their bones,

God is speaking Job... you've just got to listen. Just as the writer of Hebrews tells us that...

Hebrews 1:1-2
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,

Now look at these verses... Tell me you can't see Jesus in these verses

23 Yet if there is an angel at their side, a messenger, one out of a thousand, sent to tell them how
to be upright, 24 and he is gracious to that person and says to God, ‘Spare them from going

down to the pit; I have found a ransom for them—25 let their flesh be renewed like a child’s;

let them be restored as in the days of their youth’—26 then that person can pray to God and find
favor with him, they will see God’s face and shout for joy; he will restore them to full well-being.
27 And they will go to others and say, ‘I have sinned, I have perverted what is right, but I did not
get what I deserved. 28 God has delivered me from going down to the pit, and I shall live to enjoy
the light of life.’

32 If you have anything to say, answer me; speak up, for I want to vindicate you.

Chapter 34

10 “So listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it from God to do evil, from the Almighty
to do wrong. 11 He repays everyone for what they have done; he brings on them what their
conduct deserves. 12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert
justice.

19 who shows no partiality to princes and does not favor the rich over the poor, for they are all
the work of his hands?

21 “His eyes are on the ways of mortals; he sees their every step.



23 God has no need to examine people further, that they should come before him for judgment.
27 because they turned from following him and had no regard for any of his ways.

33 Should God then reward you on your terms, when you refuse to repent? You must decide, not
I; so tell me what you know.

Chapter 35
3 Yet you ask him, ‘What profit is it to me, and what do I gain by not sinning?’

9 “People cry out under a load of oppression; they plead for relief from the arm of the powerful.
10 But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, 11 who

teaches us more than he teaches the beasts of the earth and makes us wiser than[ the birds in the
sky?’ 12 He does not answer when people cry out because of the arrogance of the wicked.

13 Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; the Almighty pays no attention to it. 14 How
much less, then, will he listen when you say that you do not see him, that your case is before him
and you must wait for him, 15 and further, that his anger never punishes and he does not take
the least notice of wickedness. 16 So Job opens his mouth with empty talk; without knowledge he
multiplies words.”

Chapter 36

4 Be assured that my words are not false; one who has perfect knowledge is with you. 5 “God is
mighty, but despises no one; he is mighty, and firm in his purpose. 6 He does not keep the
wicked alive but gives the afflicted their rights. 7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he
enthrones them with kings and exalts them forever.

11 If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity and their years
in contentment. 12 But if they do not listen, they will perish by the sword and die without
knowledge.

22 “God is exalted in his power. Who is a teacher like him? 23 Who has prescribed his ways for
him, or said to him, ‘You have done wrong’? 24 Remember to extol his work, which people have
praised in song. 25 All humanity has seen it; mortals gaze on it from afar. 26 How great is God—
beyond our understanding! The number of his years is past finding out.

Chapter 37
5 God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding.

7 So that everyone he has made may know his work, he stops all people from their labor.



Matthew 11:28-30

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

So all that to say... We may never have all the specific answers to our questions; but we will
always have the one who has all the answers to our questions and that is enough...

| love the words that Scott Wesley Brown wrote in 1985 in his song, "When Answers Aren't
Enough"

You have faced the mountains of desperation

You have climbed, you have fought, you have won
But this valley that lies coldly before you

Casts a shadow you cannot overcome

And just when you thought you had it all together

You knew every verse to get you through

But this time the sorrow broke more than just your heart
And reciting all those verses just won't do

When answers aren't enough, there is Jesus

He is more than just an answer to your prayer
And your heart will find a safe and peaceful refuge
When answers aren't enough, He is there

Instead of asking why did it happen

Think of where it can lead you from here

And as your pain is slowly easing, you can find a greater reason
To live your life triumphant through the tears

That's why some of my favorite words of Jesus that | like to quote often are
"Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you"

Now those exact words come from Hebrews 13:5; but they are based upon what Jesus told his
disciples just before his ascension...

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)



The bible is full overflowing with the truth that God will always be with us...

 Hebrews 13:5
"Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has
said, 'T will never leave you nor forsake you.""

* Deuteronomy 31:6
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD
your God goes with you; he will never leave you or forsake you."

» Deuteronomy 31:8
"The LORD is the one who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed."

* Deuteronomy 4:31
"For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget
the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them."

e Joshua1:5
"No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I
will be with you. I will never leave you nor forsake you."

e Psalm 138:8
"The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do
not forsake the work of your hands."

* Psalm 73:23-26
"Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me with your
counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And
earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion forever."

e Isaiah 41:10
"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand."

God is the answer

He is love... He is justice... He is mercy... He is compassion... He is comfort... He is healing... HE
IS THE ANSWER and He will always be there for us.



| know we have had a lot of scripture today... But can | read just one more passage

Psalm 91
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 I'will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

3 Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.

5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.

7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come

near you.
8 You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.

9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling,

10 no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.

11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;

12 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent.

14 “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he
acknowledges my name.

15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him
and honor him.

16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”



