Questions (Part 9 - Isn't There Anyone Who Can Be My Friend)

Sunday, November 9, 2025
We have delt with a lot of questions... Questions, that as we have already seen continue to pop
up throughout the book of Job. But we have also seen a lot of answers... Answers that we
continue to need... Answers that continue to provide comfort, strength, encouragement,
direction and hope... Answers to questions like...

1. Is God even REAL?

2. Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?)

3. Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?

4. Why doesn’t God STOP Satan?

5. Why was | even BORN?

6. Is this because of SIN?

7. What's The POINT?

8. | Should Answer for God, Shouldn’t 1?

9. How could | ever approach God?

10.Can | Trust God?
This morning we will pick up where we left off and get a quick overview of Job 15-27. Starting
in Chapter 4, the majority of the content of the book of Job revolves around the conversations
between Job and his three friends in three different cycles. A friend speaks, then Job responds.
Last week we stopped at the close of the 1st cycle of speeches and responses. Today we will
cover both the second and third cycles of those speeches. In the second cycle each friend again
speaks followed by Job’s response. The only difference with the third cycle is that only Eliphaz
and Bildad speak for a third time with Job having a longer discourse after Bildad's very short
third speech.
Once again, reading through these chapters will uncover some of the same questions we have

already discussed; but with each chapter | want to highlight a few thoughts that expose two
more questions echoing from the depths of Job's heart.



Job Chapter 15 - Eliphaz's Second Round of Rebukes

e Why do you turn against God?

15 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: 2 “Would a wise person answer with empty

notions or fill their belly with the hot east wind? 3 Would they argue with useless

words, with speeches that have no value? 4 But you even undermine piety and hinder
devotion to God. 5 Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of the crafty. 6 Your
own mouth condemns you, not mine; your own lips testify against you.

11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, words spoken gently to you? 12 Why has your
heart carried you away, and why do your eyes flash, 13 so that you vent your rage against
God and pour out such words from your mouth?

o Sinful people suffer (15:17-35):

Job Chapter 16 & 17 — Job responds to Eliphaz with increased
frustration.

o What miserable comforters! (16:1-4): Job accuses his friends of an endless flow of foolish
and critical words.

“I have heard many things like these; you are miserable comforters, all of you! 3 Will
your long-winded speeches never end? What ails you that you keep on arguing? 4 I also
could speak like you, if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against

you and shake my head at you.

« | would help you (16:5): Job says that he would help his friends if they were suffering.

5 But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would bring you relief.

» Betrayed by God and people (16:6-18): Job says that both God and others have turned
against him.

7 Surely, God, you have worn me out; you have devastated my entire household.

9 God assails me and tears me in his anger and gnashes his teeth at me; my opponent
fastens on me his piercing eyes.

16 My face is red with weeping, dark shadows ring my eyes; 17 yet my hands have been
free of violence and my prayer is pure.



e An advocate in heaven (16:19-22): Job trusts that there is a n intercessor, a friend
pleading with God for him.

19 Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. 20 My intercessor is my
friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God as
one pleads for a friend.

e Jobis broken and sees no hope (17:1-16):

15 where then is my hope— who can see any hope for me?

Job Chapter 18 - Bildad begins his second round of rebukes.

e Bereasonable (18:1-4): Bildad rebukes Job for merely reacting in his grief and not
speaking reasonably to his friends.

2 “When will you end these speeches? Be sensible, and then we can talk. 3 Why are we
regarded as cattle and considered stupid in your sight?

o Terrors surround the wicked (18:5-21): Assuming that Job is suffering because of his sin,
Bildad describes the terrible woes of the wicked.

5 “The lamp of a wicked man is snuffed out; the flame of his fire stops burning. 6 The
light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes out.

Job Chapter 19 - Job continues to feel persecuted

e Insulted 10 times (19:1-5): Job complains that his three "friends" have reproached him 10
times.

2 “How long will you torment me and crush me with words? 3 Ten times now you
have reproached me; shamelessly you attack me.

e God must hate me (19:6-12): Because of his suffering, Job concludes that God must have
something against him.

« Forsaken by family and friends (19:13-22): Job says that all his family and friends have
turned against him.



13 “He has alienated my family from me; my acquaintances are completely estranged
from me. 14 My relatives have gone away; my closest friends have forgotten me.

17 My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own family.

19 All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned against me.

o Chisel my words in stone (19:23-24): Job wishes that his words could be eternally
chiseled into a rock.

e My Redeemer lives (19:25-29): Though Job is distressed that no one believes him now, he
trusts that one day he will be vindicated and see God for himself.

23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 24 that they
were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 25 I know that
my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 26 And after my skin
has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own
eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

Job hasn't given up his faith but it is clouded colored by the questions and seeds of doubt that
arise from his pain and suffering

“That’s why in the midst of what seems like words of discouragement and despair, we see
glimpses of the hope provided by that faith and these prophetic pictures of Christ who fulfills all
that Job believes to be true about God

Job Chapter 20 - Zophar's second speech
o |resentyour rebuke (20:1-3): Zophar feels insulted by Job's rebuke.

» The ways of the wicked (20:4-29): Zophar returns to his theme of describing the sad fate
of the wicked.

Job Chapter 21- Job attacks Zophar's false assumption that the wicked
are always punished for their sins in this life.

7 Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in power?



14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. 15 Who is the
Almighty, that we should serve him? What would we gain by praying to him?’

34 “So how can you console me with your nonsense? Nothing is left of your answers but
falsehood!”

Job Chapter 22 - Eliphaz begins the third round of rebukes toward Job.

e Your guilt has no limit (22:1-5): Eliphaz accuses Job of endless sin.

2 “Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise person benefit him? 3 What
pleasure would it give the Almighty if you were righteous? What would he gain if your
ways were blameless?

o Alist of possible sins (22:6-11): Eliphaz lists examples of sins that Job must have
committed to incite God to punish him.

e You think God doesn't see you (22:12-20): Eliphaz says that Job must think that God does
not see or care about what he does.

» Repent and be restored (22:21-30): Eliphaz advises Job to repent so that God can bless
him once again.

Job Chapter 23 & 24 - Job begins to respond less to Eliphaz and more
directly to God himself.

3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling! 4 I would state my

case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. 5 I would find out what he would
answer me, and consider what he would say to me.

Job Chapter 25 - Bildad gives the final rebuke of Job's three friends.

4 How then can a mortal be righteous before God? How can one born of woman be pure?

Job Chapter 26 & 27 - Job begins his final defense before his friends.
« How have you helped anyone? (26:1-4):

2 “How you have helped the powerless! How you have saved the arm that is feeble!
3 What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! And what great insight you



have displayed! 4 Who has helped you utter these words? And whose spirit spoke from
your mouth?

o Creation is but a minor work of God (26:5-14): Job reminds his friends that the entire
universe is only a feeble example of God's mighty power!

« Atwofold vow (27:1-6): Job vows to speak no evil and to maintain his innocence until he
dies.

2 “As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the Almighty, who has made my
life bitter, 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, 4 my lips
will not say anything wicked, and my tongue will not utter lies. 5 I will never admit you
are in the right; till I die, I will not deny my integrity. 6 I will maintain my

innocence and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live.

« The godless have no hope (27:7-23): Job notes that the godless are ultimately headed for
destruction.

It seems to me that one of the underlying cries of Job’s heart was to find someone who could
be a true friend and who would understand what he was going through.

MONOLOGUE

Is there anyone who can be my friend?

Years ago | wouldn’t have had to ask that question. For | had a friend, a friend closer than a
sister.

Her name was Naomi. And we shared everything:
Hopes, hurts, secrets, sorrows.

And when something foolish would come out of my mouth, she would gently chide me
privately but never in public.

“Ah Mara, “she would sigh, “You need to think before you speak!” If | had only
remembered her advice before speaking to Job!

When the first love of my life rejected me, she wept with me, hugged me, and told me | was
too good for him.



When | fell in love with Job, she was the first one | told.

I knew I could tell her anything.

| was a better person for having her as my friend.

With her by my side, | knew | could do anything.

I could always share my feelings with Naomi when | couldn’t share them with anyone else.
She could read my face like a scroll. She always understood what | was going through, even

when | didn’t understand it myself.

| knew she would never leave me
But | was wrong.

She did leave me. Death took her.
She died giving birth to her first child.

And ever since | kept looking for a friend. | had Job of course but there are some things |
couldn’t tell Job that | could’ve told Naomi. Woman to woman.

So | kept looking for that friend.

Someone | could talk to.

Someone who would never let me down.

Someone who accepted me just the way | was, but would encourage me to be a better me.

I made friends, or so | thought, but our afflictions have stripped the pretense.

After all these years since Naomi died, I’m missing her now more than ever. She would’ve
known what to say. Or more importantly, what not to say.

Now, nobody understands the way I’'m feeling, what Job and | are going through. Job’s
friends certainly haven’t lived up to what it means to be a friend.

And so now again | ask,

“Is there anyone who can be my friend?”



So what does it mean to be a friend?

If we look at Job's situation and listen to the pain of the frustrations for what he didn’t have; we
can formulate our answer to both the question of friendship... Isn’t there anyone who can be
my friend?

and the question of being understood... How do | make people understand what | am (going
through) feeling?

In today's social media world, the word "FRIEND" has lost its true meaning... It is nothing more
than a click, someone that we are aware of, have limited and very controlled interaction with...
But there is no true relationship... That is not to say that people who are FRIENDS on Facebook
can't be FRIENDS in the true since of the word; but to say that FRIENDSHIP in the way the world
has defined it is not the answer that Job was looking for; neither does it fulfill the need in our
lives for real FRIENDSHIP.

[llustration: Imaginary Friends

The word “friend” has a rich and fascinating etymology that traces its roots back to the Old
English word “fréeond.” In Old English, “fréond” referred to a person who was loved,
cherished, and held dear. It was derived from the Proto-Germanic word “fréunjaz,” which
meant “to love” or “to be fond of.”

o Proto-Germanic:
freond developed from the Proto-Germanic word frijojands, which meant "lover, friend".
o Proto-Indo-European:
The root of the word is the Proto-Indo-European pri- ("to love"), from which the present
participle form "*priy-ont-" meaning "loving" was formed.

The Bible not only defines FRIENDSHIP, but tells us who that friend is...

John 15:13-15

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my
Father I have made known to you.”

philos fee'-los

Friend (Make One's):
primarily an adjective, denoting "loved, dear, or friendly," became used as a noun,
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James 2:23
“And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.”

e A friend sticks close

Proverbs 18:24
“One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.”

o Afriend listens and understands

Isaiah 65:24
“Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”

Psalms 18:6
“In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my
voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.”

Psalms 66:19-20
“but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. Praise be to God, who has not
rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!”

Psalms 145:18
“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.”

Psalms 139:1-3

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are
familiar with all my ways.”

e Afriend loves at all times

Proverbs 17:17
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.”

“To be loved but not known is superficial. To be known but not loved is our nightmare.
Only Jesus knows us to the bottom and loves us to the sky.” - Tim Keller



"The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared
believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than
we ever dared hope." - Tim Keller

e Afriend tells us the truth

« Afriend will fight for us

2 Chronicles 20:7
“Our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and
give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend?”

Exodus 14:14
“The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.””

Deuteronomy 20:4
“For the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies
to give you victory.””

He fights for us with his blood (Redemption)

The act of redemption (to buy back) was ultimately an act of love towards the person who had
fallen into debt, servitude or slavery

Redemption in the Bible generally means that someone has lost something through injustice,
debt, or death, and someone else has stepped in to buy the lost property back and restore it to
its rightful owner.

when what was lost is recovered, what was broken is restored, and when justice or vindication
prevails.

In the book of Ruth we see the act of redemption as a love story... Boaz the kinsmen redeemer,
pays the price to buy back Naomi's dead husbands land so that she might be preserved and that
his name might be maintained through his property. In doing so he not only provided for
Naomi but also took Ruth as His wife. His interest was not transactional for business it was
relational for love.

Christ our redeemer paid the price to make us friends with God



Cup of redemption

The four cups of Passover are an integral part of the Passover celebration. They stand for each
of the four promises the Lord makes to His people in Exodus 6:6-7.

Exodus 6:6-8

““Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of
the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I
will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from
under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to
give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’ ””

The Cup of Sanctification
“I'will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.”

The Cup of Deliverance
“I' will rescue you from their bondage.”

The Cup of Redemption
“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.”

The Cup of Praise
“I' will take you as My people.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my

body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
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