Questions (Part 11 - Can My Story Be Re-Written?)

Sunday, November 23, 2025

For many weeks we have been working our way through the book of Job considering the many
different questions that arise during times of hardship, trial, pain and suffering.

Is God even REAL?

Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?)
Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?
Why doesn’t God STOP Satan?

Why was | even BORN?

Is this because of SIN?

What’s The POINT?

| Should ANSWER for God, Shouldn’t I?

. How could | ever APPROACH God?
10.Can | TRUST God?

11.Is there anyone who can be my FRIEND?
12.Will | ever have ALL the answers?
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There are many more questions and many ways of formulating, articulating, expressing those
guestions

e Should | keep Praising Him?

 Why is God Silent?

« Will this ever be over?

e Can | be honest with God?

e Did | do something wrong?

Last week we began wrapping up our journey through the book of Job with the question, “Will |
Ever Have All The Answers?” And the corresponding response, “No, but | will always have
God!”

With that answer we set ourselves up for the final 5 chapters of the book of Job - and what we
find there is our most direct and powerful encounter with God yet. Everything that Job has
been asking for, a direct face to face with God, comes to pass as God answers him from the
storm

Job 38:1
“Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:”

Job 40:6
“Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm:”



Isn’t interesting that God answers job out of a storm

With the prophet Elijah; God answered him not in the storm, not in the earthquake, not in the
fire; but in a still small voice

God always gives us of Himself exactly what WE need
He told Job...
Chapter 38

38 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: 2 “Who is this that obscures my
plans with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and
you shall answer me.

He questions Job concerning creation...
1. The earth (38:1-7, 17-18)
2. The oceans (38:8-11, 16)
3. Light (38:12-15, 19-21)
4. Snow and rain (38:22-30, 34-38)
5. The stars (38:31-33)

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?

8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb,

12 “Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place,

19 “What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside?

22 “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail,

31 “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades? Can you loosen Orion’s belt? 32 Can you bring

forth the constellations in their seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs? 33 Do you know
the laws of the heavens? Can you set up God’s dominion over the earth?



Chapter 39

Second series of questions, concerning God's creatures
1. Lions (38:39-40)

. Ravens (38:41)

. Mountain goats (39:1-4)

. Wild donkeys (39:5-8)

. The wild ox (39:9-12)

. The ostrich (39:13-18)

. The horse (39:19-25)

. The hawk (39:26-30)
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39 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you watch when the doe bears
her fawn?

19 “Do you give the horse its strength or clothe its neck with a flowing mane? 20 Do you
make it leap like a locust, striking terror with its proud snortin4o

Chapter 40

In Chapter 40 we see Job's first response to God and God's continued conversation with Job

40 The Lord said to Job: 2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let
him who accuses God answer him!” 3 Then Job answered the Lord: 4 “I am unworthy—how
can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have no

answer— twice, but I will say no more.”

6 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm: 7 “Brace yourself like a man; I will question
you, and you shall answer me. 8 “Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me
to justify yourself? 9 Do you have an arm like God’s, and can your voice thunder like his?

10 Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, and clothe yourself in honor and majesty.
11 Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at all who are proud and bring them low, 12 look at
all who are proud and humble them, crush the wicked where they stand. 13 Bury them all in
the dust together; shroud their faces in the grave. 14 Then I myself will admit to you that
your own right hand can save you.

The Lord asks Job if he is able to capture two fearful creatures. (1) The behemoth (40:15-24): It
is difficult to be certain what this creature was. Some scholars believe it may have been a land
dinosaur; others believe it was a hippopotamus. Whatever it was, it was very imposing.



15 “Look at Behemoth, which I made along with you and which feeds on grass like an ox.

16 What strength it has in its loins, what power in the muscles of its belly! 17 Its tail sways
like a cedar; the sinews of its thighs are close-knit. 18 Its bones are tubes of bronze, its
limbs like rods of iron. 19 It ranks first among the works of God, yet its Maker can approach
it with his sword.

Chapter 41

(2) The leviathan (41:1-34): Some scholars believe this mysterious creature may have been an
aquatic dinosaur; others believe it might have been a crocodile.

41 “Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down its tongue with a rope? 2 Can you
put a cord through its nose or pierce its jaw with a hook?

8 If you lay a hand on it, you will remember the struggle and never do it again! 9 Any hope
of subduing it is false; the mere sight of it is overpowering.

18 Its snorting throws out flashes of light; its eyes are like the rays of dawn.

19 Flames stream from its mouth; sparks of fire shoot out. 20 Smoke pours from its
nostrils as from a boiling pot over burning reeds. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, and flames
dart from its mouth.

33 Nothing on earth is its equal— a creature without fear.

Chapter 42

42 Then Job replied to the Lord: 2 “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours
can be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’
Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4 “You
said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.” 5 My ears
had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in
dust and ashes.”

7 After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry
with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me, as my
servant Job has. 8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and
sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept
his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken the truth



about me, as my servant Job has.” 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar
the Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.

10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as
much as he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him
before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the
trouble the Lord had brought on him, and each one gave him a piece of silver[a] and a gold
ring.

12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the former part. He had fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand

donkeys. 13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 The first daughter he
named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. 15 Nowhere in all the
land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them
an inheritance along with their brothers.

16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to
the fourth generation. 17 And so Job died, an old man and full of years.

God's answers perplexed me for a long time... But now | realize that God was showing Job, and
us, how powerful He is, how creative, how involved in creation... Nothing is out of His control...
Every aspect from the most powerful and incomprehensible parts of creation to the smallest
and most fragile details of life.

Likewise He is involved in our lives, no matter what we face, no matter how vast and multiplied
the problems, the heartache, the suffering, the questions... He is powerful but he is gentle and
He is in control.

As we said last week God IS THE ANSWER. Gods revelation of Himself to Job makes all those
guestions pale in comparison to the reality of His existence, His Power, His Majesty, His
Wisdom, His intimate involvement in and His divine purposes for every created thing.

God has answers to questions we haven't even thought of...

And so as we come to the conclusion of the book of Job, | want to address one more question
that we often ask when going through Job-like experiences.

Can my story be RE-WRITTEN (NO, but it can be OVER-WRITTEN)

So many would rather everything have everything they have been through completely erased
and re-written with something better. A story that doesn’t include the heartache, the pain, the
suffering, the questions, the fear, the trials the hardships.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2042&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13934a

But what if God did that... What would our lives be if He constantly rewrote everything that
was difficult in our lives?

Some more testimony of my life

« A mom that was married and divorced 4 times, who would often pick up in the middle of
the night and start a new life in a new place.

» Early life (8 different schools before finishing high school) 26 Houses (all before the age
of 37 - because since then we have lived in the same house for almost 22 years),
apartments or living locations (not counting 3 different stays with Katrina's Parents in
between ministry locations) including a couple of months when my mom and younger
brother and sister lived in a bus on the property of a distant relative

» | could tell you story after story of Job-like circumstances and situations that were crazy
difficult, tested me, broke my heart, challenged my hope

e Samantha's testimony

But | wouldn’t change a thing because God has used every situation, every trial, every hardship,
every painful, difficult, trying thing along with every good and wonderful thing to shape me into
who | am today.

If my journey had been different it would erase all of the good that has come to me along the
way...

Like experiencing things most people don’t get to experience

An understanding and appreciation of things that most people take for granted
Exciting adventures

My beautiful wife

4 amazing children

My answer is “NO, but it can be OVER-WRITTEN” meaning that God can take what is ugly,
painful, chaotic and troublesome and make something beautiful out of it. He doesn’t take away
the experiences that we have suffered but includes them in the picture of who we

become. Like the threads in a tapestry, when looked at from the back side they look like a mess
of strings, but from the front they look like a beautiful picture.

Corrie ten boom spent 10 months in a Nazi concentration camp for women. He father died 10
days after their initial arrest and her sister, Betsie, died on December 16, 1944 while in the
concentration camp. Before she died, she told Corrie, "There is no pit so deep that He [God] is
not deeper still." A few days later, Corrie was released from what turned out to be a clerical
error. A week later, all the women in her age group were sent to the gas chambers.

All that suffering, all that pain...



Yet here is what she would often tell audiences of children

As she spoke, she slowly unfolded the purple cloth in her hands and revealed hundreds of
strings tied in knots and pulled through the cloth. It all looked so random. She showed the
children how the strings didn’t seem to make sense from where they sat at her feet on the

floor in the living room.

“That’s the whole point,” she exclaimed. She said it was because of our limited vision, our
limited perspective of what God is doing in our lives, that we question Him.

At that point Tante (aunt) Corrie slowly turned the purple tangled mess around to reveal a
beautiful tapestry: a crown of gold with multicolored jewels.

“This” she said, “is what God sees....from His perspective....a masterpiece!”

-“Reflections of God’s Glory” by Corrie ten Boom



She would often quote a poem titled "The Weaver" by Grant Colfax Tullar

My life is but a weaving
Between my God and me.l cannot choose the colors
He weaveth steadily.

Oft’ times He weaveth sorrow;
And | in foolish pride
Forget He sees the upper
And | the underside.

Not til the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly
Will God unroll the canvas
And reveal the reason why.

The dark threads are as needful
In the weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern He has planned

He knows, He loves, He cares;
Nothing this truth can dim.
He gives the very best to those
Who leave the choice to Him.

Monologue

| silently listen and let the words between Job and God seep deep into my wounded heart. And |
watch and wonder as God unfolds His restoration.

He didn’t rewrite our story as if it had never happened. He didn’t erase my words as if they had
never been spoken. Much as | wish He would. I’ll always have the consequences for my words,
to be forever known only as the woman who kicked her husband when he was down. But God is
good. God forgives God restores He has overwritten our story with a new story.

There is hope, there is healing, there is God.
Do you remember my lament
Seven thousand sheep, gone

Three thousand camels, gone



Five hundred yoke of oxen gone
Five hundred donkeys gone
And most excruciating of all
My ten children gone

Now God has given us
14,000 sheep

6,000 camels

1000 yoke of oxen

1000 donkeys

Restored

Double for our trouble

But our most precious treasure is our children. They wait for us in heaven, but | miss them. Could
God be planning to give us ten more, doubling our children?

(Pats her midsection) Well, child number 11 is on their way. | fully expect and believe our
restoring God will send nine brothers and sisters to keep you company, little one.

You can see that God has restored the relationship between Job and me.
For there is hope, there is healing, there is God. Is it twice as good ? Perhaps.

Thank you for letting me share our story. Perhaps in some ways it is your story. And so | leave
you with these words:

When words of grief rip out of your soul

Where once there was fullness, there is now a huge hole
When you cry aloud

How was this ever allowed?

When disaster leaves you reeling

There is hope, there is healing

There is God



God’s words to Job show us how involved God is in everything from the most powerful things of
creation to the most intimate and fragile things of life... He has understanding and has
orchestrated everything to work exactly the way it should. This is true of our lives as well.

2 Corinthians 12:8-10

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is
why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

In Chapter 42 we see how Job's life was OVER-WRITTEN... God incorporated what was already
there but painted a greater picture... One that didn’t forget what had been, but focused on
what became of his life. More blessing than he ever had even before all of the suffering.

WHY?
He can and does work all things out for our good

Romans 8:26-28

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 277 And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s
people in accordance with the will of God. 28 And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who[a] have been called according to his purpose.

He brings beauty from the ashes

Isaiah 61:1-3

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim

freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and
provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his
splendor.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A26-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28145a

What the enemy means for evil, God purposes for good

Genesis 50:19-21

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he
reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

He is not finished yet... He is still working on the story of our lives
And this doesn’t happen by our story being re-written (erased), but by being over-written
VIDEO: "Canvas of Thanks"

My prayer is that through this journey of the book of Job you will find, like Job, that God is real,
that God is present, that God is powerful, that God understands, that God loves you and has
incredible purposes for you, that God is with you even in suffering, hardship and pain and that
God can over-write the story of your life bringing beauty from the ashes, good from what the
enemy meant for evil, working all things out for His good. AsJob's wife said

There is hope, there is healing

There is God



