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We have seen that Job is a book of many questions and prophetic pictures that help us find
answers to those questions.

Questions like...

Is God even REAL?

Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?)
Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?
Why doesn’t God STOP Satan?

Why was | even BORN?

Is this because of SIN?

What’s The POINT?

| Should Answer for God, Shouldn’t I?

How could | ever approach God?
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Before we move on in our study of Job, | need to remind you that the questions we have dealt
with so far continue to cycle back around at various times and in various ways with the
exception, perhaps, of the first question about the existence of God. While that is a definite
guestion we all ask, especially during times of suffering, it appears that both Job and his friends
have firmly decided that God exists; however, their beliefs in who that God is and how he acts
have some serious flaws.

| got to thinking that Satan doesn’t care as much that you believe in God but more so what you
believe about God. Even in the garden, he didn’t question that God existed, but rather what
God had said

These flaws are what formulate the questions that we have been considering.

Today | want to combine chapters 10 through 14 and pull out some highlights that point to
another question that may arise in our hearts

Can | trust God?

Let’s listen in as Job’s wife considers some of these very questions



There they go again. Job’s so-called friends. Why oh why could’t they have continued their
supportive silence? So many words so little comfort.

The more they talk the more questions pile on my heart. Like an overburdened table, all
their words threaten to break my overflowing, aching heart.

And | wonder

Did God blunder

When He chose us

So many questions and areas of trust

Can | trust God to judge me fairly?
When | barely

Have the strength to ask.

It’s way too big a task

Can | trust God to meet my needs
But there is so much

| ache for a touch

From Him.

Can | trust God with my healing
The pain that is stealing
My joy?

Does He even care
Or do | have to bear
This pain forever?

Can | trust God to understand my humanity?
Or is it just vanity

God is great

And we’re so small
How can He
Understand us at all

It’s like asking us to understand why the sheep
Gets in so deep

in trouble

Piling up the rubble

Can | trust God to hear
the cries of my heart?
When he seems so far apart from us



Can | trust God to be gentle and compassionate with me?
Is it possible to be

Free from quilt and shame

When His name

is so holy

Can | Trust God for vindication
When every indication

Is that I’'m guilty of each crime
And fail God and my husband

Every time

Can | trust God to give me hope?
Could He toss me a rope

To pull me out

Of my despair

Does He even care?

Can | trust God with my eternity?
Job says our paternity

Comes from God

That strikes me as odd

What does that even mean

| suppose it remains to be seen.

How can | trust God?
For we’re finished
We’re done

The battle can’t be won.

If only someone could declare it’s done
Declare it is finished

The battle has been won

But such a person couldn’t be real
How can | trust God to know how | feel?

And so | echo the question again
Knowing that it’s impossible to win

How can | trust God?



Let's take a quick look at these 5 chapters in Job...

Job Chapter 10 — Job Continues (in response to Bildad): Plea to God

Why are you treating me so terribly? (10:1-7): Job begins to formulate his complaint to
God.
10 “I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in
the bitterness of my soul. 2 I say to God: Do not declare me guilty, but tell me what
charges you have against me. 3 Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of
your hands, while you smile on the plans of the wicked? 4 Do you have eyes of
flesh? Do you see as a mortal sees? 5 Are your days like those of a mortal or your years
like those of a strong man, 6 that you must search out my faults and probe after my

sin—7 though you know that I am not guilty and that no one can rescue me from your
hand?

Did you create me to condemn me? (10:8-17): Job asks if God's plan was to destroy him
even as his body was being formed in his mother's womb.

8 “Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and destroy me?

13 “But this is what you concealed in your heart, and I know that this was in your
mind:

Better to never have been born (10:18-22): If Job was created only to be condemned, it
would be better to have died at birth.
18 “Why then did you bring me out of the womb? I wish I had died before any eye saw
me.

Job Chapter 11 — Zophar's First Speech: Job’s Guilt Deserves
Punishment

Zophar, the third friend, accuses Job of lying and suggests that he actually deserves worse
than what he is experiencing.

God is punishing you less than you deserve (11:1-6): Zophar wishes Job could see himself
as God does.

6 .. Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin.

You cannot comprehend God's ways (11:7-12): God's ways are beyond human
understanding.

7“Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty?



» Confess your sins and find hope (11:13-20): Zophar, like the other friends, assumes that
Job is suffering because of his sin. He urges Job to put away sin and says that if he
repents, he will be secure and free of fear.
13 “Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, 14 if you put
away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, 15 then, free of
fault, you will lift up your face; you will stand firm and without fear.

Job Chapter 12 - Job Replies: The Lord Has Done This

In chapter 12, Job responds to Zophar, sarcastically calling his friends “the people of
wisdom.” He acknowledges that wisdom belongs to God and points out that his suffering is
a result of God’s doings, not because of his own failings.

o  What a know-it-all! (12:1-2): Job sarcastically says that Zophar knows everything. Job
implies that his friends’
explanations are simplistic and do not account for the mysteries of God’s ways.
12 Then Job replied: 2 “Doubtless you are the only people who matter, and wisdom will
die with you!

o Even the animals know (12:3-12): Job asserts that even the animals know that God
sometimes allows the evil
4 “I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called on God and he
answered— a mere laughingstock, though righteous and blameless!

7 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell
you; 8 or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.
9 Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this?

e God is omniscient and omnipotent (12:13-25): Job knows that God knows all and that he
is in control of everything that happens.
13 “To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his.

22 He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings utter darkness into the light.

Job Chapter 13 — Job Continues: | Will Maintain My Integrity

Job continues his response, criticizing his friends for speaking falsely on God’s behalf. He
expresses his desire to speak directly to God. Job is resolute in maintaining his integrity,
despite his friends’ accusations. He challenges God to answer him.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+12&version=KJV

Listen rather than accuse (13:1-6): Job challenges Zophar to hear his defense.
5 If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that would be wisdom. 6 Hear now
my argument; listen to the pleas of my lips.

Don't put words in God's mouth! (13:7-12): Job accuses Zophar of using lies to defend
God's actions.
7 Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak deceitfully for him? 8 Will
you show him partiality? Will you argue the case for God?

I will risk death to declare my innocence (13:13-19): Job is willing to risk death to speak his
mind to God and prove his innocence.
14 Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life in my hands? 15 Though he slay
me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face. 16 Indeed, this will
turn out for my deliverance,

18 Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated.

Two things | beg of you (13:20-25): Job asks God to stop afflicting him and to cease

terrifying him with his awesome presence.
20 “Only grant me these two things, God, and then [ will not hide from you: 21 Withdraw your
hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors.

God's bitter accusations (13:26-28): Job feels that God has been storing up accusations
against him. Job is resolute in maintaining his integrity, despite his friends” accusations.
He challenges God to answer him.
26 For you write down bitter things against me and make me reap the sins of my
youth. 27 You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close watch on all my paths by
putting marks on the soles of my feet.

Job Chapter 14 — Job Reflects on the Fleeting Nature of Life

Job reflects on the short, hard nature of human life. He compares it to a flower that
withers and a shadow that vanishes.

He pleads with God to leave him alone in his misery and ends by questioning if there is life
after death.

Life is short and full of trouble (14:1-6): Job asks for a little mercy from God since humans
are so frail.
14 “Mortals, born of woman, are of few days and full of trouble. 2 They spring up like
flowers and wither away; like fleeting shadows, they do not endure.



6 So look away from him and let him alone, till he has put in his time like a hired
laborer.

» Deathis eternal (14:7-12): Job declares that people, unlike trees that sprout again after
they are cut down, never rise again after death.
10 But a man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last and is no more.

12 so he lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, people will not
awake or be roused from their sleep.

« Oh, to live again after death (14:13-22): Job wishes that God would think of him after he
dies; that would give him hope. But he does not seem to believe that God will do so.

13 “If only you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till your anger has passed! If
only you would set me a time and then remember me! 14 If someone dies, will they live
again? All the days of my hard service I will wait for my renewal to come. 15 You will
call and I will answer you; you will long for the creature your hands have made.
16 Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my sin. 17 My offenses will
be sealed up in a bag; you will cover over my sin.

It is out of these thoughts that | hear the question “Can | Trust God?” For as He is presented He
seems not to care, to be indifferent, to have an agenda for my destruction, to punish the
innocent, to be silent, to be forgetful...

And this is what the enemy wants us to believe about God. This is where he leads us when we
our surrounded by the storms of life and our focus is more on the wind and the waves than on
the one who loves us, the one who controls the wind and the waves and who is in the boat with
us.

Mark 4:38
38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died
down and it was completely calm.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves
obey him!”



For the disciples the question was "Can we trust God to keep us from drowning?"

For Job the question took on slightly different specifics
Can | Trust God to judge me fairly?
Can | Trust God to understand my humanity?
Can | Trust God to hear the cries of my heart?
Can | Trust God to be gentle and compassionate with me?
Can | Trust God to vindicate me?
Can | Trust God to give me hope?
Can | Trust God with my eternity?

And allow me to voice 2 more specific forms of that question that often arises in our hearts
today

Can | trust God to meet my needs?

Can | trust God with my healing?

Obviously we don't have time to dive into each question in detail (though there are very specific
answers to each of those questions). However, what | do want us to take away from today's
message is the CONFIDENCE of being able to answer this question with a RESOUNDING YES...
YES, we can trust God! IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES and FOR ALL THINGS we can TRUST GOD.

God's Word is overflowing with the answers to that question...

Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your
ways {acknowledge} submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

Jeremiah 17:7-8 (ESV)

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8 He is like a tree planted
by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves
remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”

Psalm 37:4-6

4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to
the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: 6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the
dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.

Psalm 9:10
10 Those who know your name {put their} trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those
who seek you.



Psalm 28:7
7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. My heart
leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.

Now, let's go back one more time to those specific questions about trust
Can | Trust God to judge me fairly? YES...More than fair

Psalm 103:10-12

10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far
as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Psalm 145:8-9
8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 9 The Lord is
good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

Can | Trust God to understand my humanity? YES...He became one of us

John 1:14
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV)

14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come
boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find
grace to help us when we need it most.

Can | Trust God to hear the cries of my heart? YES...

Isaiah 30:18-19

18 Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you
compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! 19 People of
Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when you cry
for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you.



Can | Trust God to be gentle and compassionate with me?

Isaiah 42:3
3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In
faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

Can | Trust God to vindicate me? YES...

Psalm 57:2
2 I cry out to God Most High, to God, who vindicates me. 3 He sends from heaven and saves
me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me—God sends forth his love and his faithfulness.

Psalm 135:14
14 For the Lord will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants.

Can | Trust God to give me hope? YES...

Jeremiah 29:11
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Psalm 33:20
20 We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

Can | Trust God with my eternity? YES... Jesus died so that we might have eternal life

John 3:14-16

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up,[a] 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.

Can | trust God to meet my needs? YES... All your needs

Philippians 4:19
19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
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Can | trust God with my healing? YES... He is Jehovah Rapha - The Lord Who Heals (Exodus
15:26)

Psalm 103:2-3
2 Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—3 who forgives all your sins and
heals all your diseases,



