Questions
(Part 6 - | Should Answer for God - Shouldn't 1?)

Sunday, October 19, 2025

We have been working our way through the book of Job with a focus on the questions that
arise during our faith journeys, especially during times of pain, hardship and suffering.
Questions that are implied by the story of Job and the discussions he had with himself, his
friends and with God. Questions like...

1. Is God even REAL?
Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?)
Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?
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Why doesn’t God STOP Satan?
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Why was | even BORN?
6. Is this because of SIN?

7. What’s The POINT?

As we move into chapter 8 we are introduced to the second of Job's friends to speak. A man
who some say holds a very unique and distinctive place among Bible Characters - Bildad.

Why this great distinction? Well some say that the shortest man in the Bible is Zacchaeus
because he was "small in stature" (The NIV just says "short" - "Zacchaeus was a wee little man
and a wee little man was he") and had to climb a sycamore tree to see Jesus.

Others say it was Nehemiah - because he was only knee-high-a-miah.

But the Bible says that Bildad was a Shuhite (a shoe height) making him the shortest man in the
Bible.

However, if you dig really deep in Bible study you will actually find that the shortest man in the
Bible was either Peter, James or John... Because they all fell asleep on their watch. You have to
be pretty small to sleep on your watch.

Matthew 26:40
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep
watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter.



Job 8
8 Then Bildad the Shubhite replied:
2 “How long will you say such things?
Your words are a blustering wind.
3 Does God pervert justice?
Does the Almighty pervert what is right?
4 When your children sinned against him,
he gave them over to the penalty of their sin.
5 But if you will seek God earnestly
and plead with the Almighty,
6 if you are pure and upright,
even now he will rouse himself on your behalf
and restore you to your prosperous state.
7 Your beginnings will seem humble,
so prosperous will your future be.

8 “Ask the former generation
and find out what their ancestors learned,
9 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing,
and our days on earth are but a shadow.
10 Will they not instruct you and tell you?
Will they not bring forth words from their understanding?
11 Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh?
Can reeds thrive without water?
12 While still growing and uncut,
they wither more quickly than grass.
13 Such is the destiny of all who forget God;
so perishes the hope of the godless.
14 What they trust in is fragile;
what they rely on is a spider’s web.
15 They lean on the web, but it gives way;
they cling to it, but it does not hold.
16 They are like a well-watered plant in the sunshine,
spreading its shoots over the garden;
17 it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks
and looks for a place among the stones.
18 But when it is torn from its spot,
that place disowns it and says, ‘I never saw you.’
19 Surely its life withers away,
and from the soil other plants grow.



20 “Surely God does not reject one who is blameless
or strengthen the hands of evildoers.

21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter
and your lips with shouts of joy.

22 Your enemies will be clothed in shame,
and the tents of the wicked will be no more.”

Monologue
For seven days Job was blessed with the best of friends. Sharing his sorrow,

And then they opened their mouths.

Such venomous comments vomiting out of their mouths! | believe you all have a phrase “With
friends like these who needs enemies?”

And your saying is so true.
| was hoping for better from my friends. Or perhaps | should call them my so-called friends.

It started so well. Hugs while silently sitting with me. But we women find it hard to sit in silence.
We feel compelled to fill it with words.

And if we can’t provide wise counsel, words spill out of our mouths anyway.

My friend Daphna comes to visit me. Ah, Daphna, her name means “to judge” and | think her
parents might have an inkling when they named her. She asks, “How are you doing?” What can |
even say? | just look at her. The silence becomes awkward, so she rushes to fill it.

“You must have done something. God doesn’t strike without cause.” When | don’t respond, she
lifts her nose in the air and leaves.

| know what prompted her words. Fear. For if all of this came from some sin on our part, Daphna
could be at peace, knowing she had not committed such an act. But if God had struck without
cause, she could be next.

And then there was Zilpah. Ah, Zilpah, always coming to me with the choicest gossip. And of

course, if she is gossiping TO me, | knew she had to be gossiping ABOUT me. And | could just

imagine what Zilpah was saying about me. Well, actually, | didn’t have to imagine. My other

friends were all too happy to rush to tell me. “Did you hear what Zilpah is saying about you?”
rushing to be the first, because stale gossip is so less juicy.



Ah, and then there was Orpah. You know her name means “back of the neck”. How appropriate.
For she turned away when | needed her most.

She wept with me the first day this all happened. And then she stayed away. Grief was too heavy
for her tidy life. She didn’t want the reminder of what can happen.

And then there was Adah, whom we call the Angry One She laughed when | said | still pray.
‘Pray?’ she said. ‘Has He answered you yet?”” Laughed at me. Her laughter stabbed my heart. |
wasn’t about to answer her. | wasn’t about to tell her about the silence of God. People have to
earn the right to hear my grief and doubts. So she laughed again and left. The best thing she
had ever done for me. Leave.

And then Keshet barged into my life. Anyone looking for sympathy would never go to Keshet. She
tells me, “Crying won’t bring them back. Sweep your floors, bake your bread, and live.” | wanted
to scream—but | had no voice left.

And Belit, so superstitious, fearing curses and omens. Belit did some superstitious gesture before
entering, as if sorrow were catching. “Best not to linger,” she whispered, and fled.

Ah, and then there was Misha, such a pretender. She thinks the louder she prays the more holy
she appears. She performs her compassion for the applause of others. Such a pious mask, empty
heart. She made her grand entrance into our home and prayed loud enough for the whole
village to hear. When she left, the silence was so purifying.

And last we have Eluna, the whisperer. She always hints at her meaning, never saying it outright,
and spreads the seeds of doubt and gossip to grow our grief. She leaned close— ‘Some say Job

cursed under his breath.” Her whisper crawled like a worm through my mind.

| feel so alone. The silence is so much better than the putrid words. But why do | have to sit in
silence alone?

Where are my friends to share my sorrow? Who are not afraid of the silence?



In this chapter | hear a question that often arises during times of decision and difficulty. A
guestion not so much from the hearts of those going through rough times but from those
around them. This question, then, is not from Job's perspective but from the perspective of his
friends.

"I Should Answer For God - Shouldn't I?"

It can take different forms like...
Should | say something?
| Think | know the answer?
Should | speak for God?

But always the premise is the same. Since questions have been raised (either by the person
themselves or by the circumstances they are going through) and since accusations have been
made or at least implied regarding the possible reasons behind these questions and their
answers;

And since there is usually not a loud voice from heaven declaring the truth, correcting errors
and giving direct answers...

People, like Job's friends, feel compelled to answer on God's behalf... We feel compelled to
answer for God to come up with a reason or to come up with solutions on Gods behalf

And like Bildad's speech, they focus on one of two things or both.

1. | know why this is happening, why you are going through this, why you are here now.
(Reasons)

2. I know what you need to do to change things, to get out of this predicament, to get
answers from God... | know the solution. (Solutions)

Now, before | go any further... | want to ask you to pray right now and ask The Holy Spirit to
give you ears to hear and eyes to see what He wants you to see today. | know there will be
some who don't like what | say today or misinterpret it or take it to some extreme that | did not
intend and therefore throw out the entire message. Believe me, | have seen it happen many
times before. When | think | couldn’t have been more clear about sharing what God has laid on
my heart, | discover that people took it in the wrong way or didn’t receive it at all because it
didn't fit their preconceived ideas or didn’t cover the entire theological spectrum in that
particular area. (For instance, preaching on forgiveness and dealing with hard issues of
forgiveness and having people focus more on good reasons why they shouldn’t forgive or
conditions that relieve them of their responsibility to forgive, rather than just allowing the Holy
Spirit to remind them we MUST FORGIVE)



So let's look at those questions again and | want to bring some correction to what | have seen
happen many times when people have presumptuously answered YES...

| should speak for God

| should say something

| know what God's answer to this is
| know why this is happening

| know what they need to do now

Presumptuously... to assume, or suppose as true in the absence of proof to the contrary... to
undertake with unwarrantable boldness... to undertake (to do something) without right or
permission... to presume to speak for another.

Yes, we are to speak prophetically with words of knowledge and wisdom that come from the
Holy Spirit. However, much of what we speak and attribute to God is not from God.

How do | know it happens?

In the case of Job's friends... The Bible tells us...

Job 42:7

“After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry
with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me, as my
servant Job has.”

It sounded like truth... Even Job acknowledged that some of what they were speaking was
right and he knew the same things. In fact, many of their statements when taken out of
context are indeed spiritual truths but they were not applied correctly.

The Bible is replete with other warnings about using our tongue incorrectly

Proverbs 12:23
23 The prudent keep their knowledge to themselves, but a fool’s heart blurts out folly.

Proverbs 17:28
28 Even fools are thought wise if they keep silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues.

That's why Job told his wife she was speaking like a foolish woman



The disciples spoke presumptuously on many occasions... They thought they were speaking
what was right, but they weren't

John 9:1-3
9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the
works of God might be displayed in him.

Matthew 20:22
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am
going to drink?”

Luke 9:52-55

52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready
for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want
us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them.

Matthew 16:21-23

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!”

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

Mark 9:5-6

5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so
frightened.)



John 4:31-33
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”

33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”

Matthew 16:5-9
5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. 6 “Be careful,” Jesus
said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7 They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.”

8 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among
yourselves about having no bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the
five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered?

My point here is that even people walking in close relationship with Jesus can get it wrong at
times and even if they are right, can still speak presumptuously - in other words they are off in
their timing or speaking without having complete understanding.

Or Paul making a distinction between his words and the God's... | am not saying that Paul's
words were presumptuous, nor am | saying they were wrong or shouldn’t be spoken; just that
Paul was careful to distinguish between sources of authority.

1 Corinthians 7:12

12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and
she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.

Be honest... How many of you (eyes up here, don’t be looking around) have had friends like Job
who spoke presumptuously on behalf of God telling you...

1. Reasons why
2. Solutions to

So how can we guard our tongues and avoid speaking presumptuously



Develop the MINISTRY of PRESENCE
[llustration: The Good Samaritan

Luke 10:30-35

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn
and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii (two days wages) and gave
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have.’

PRAYER PRODUCES much more than your words
POINT them to JESUS

“God is awesome; he doesn’t need you to be awesome. He wants you to be obedient.”

PRACTICAL LOVE means more than your advice

1John 3:18
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
PRACTICE RESTRAINT
In feeling compelled to give them an answer for why
In feeling compelled to give them a solution for getting past it
We try to minimize the experience of their suffering by “looking on the bright side”
Well at least...

You still have...
It could have been worse...



There are times that this is appropriate but be conservative in how you apply it
You’ve got to move forward

We minimize and devalue their feelings of hurt pain grief etc

Telling them you understand and explaining what you did when something similar
happened to you

Remember you don’t know the entire story and while we can have sympathy and
empathize with people, ultimately, we can’t truly know ALL they feel or
understand ALL they have been through and how it has affected them.

Questions to help us
Timing
Authenticity
Intent

Some measurements to gauge our actions and speech...
Spend more time listening than talking
Spend more time praying than preaching
Spend more time sitting than surmising
Spend more time thinking than telling
Spend more time feeling than figuring it out
Spend more time caring than correcting
Spend more time praying than presuming
Spend more time trying to understand than trying to uncover
Spend more time comforting than condemning
Spend more time building up than tearing down



