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Job 9 
9 Then Job replied: 
2 “Indeed, I know that this is true. 
    But how can mere mortals prove their innocence before God? 
3 Though they wished to dispute with him, 
    they could not answer him one time out of a thousand. 
4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. 
    Who has resisted him and come out unscathed? 
5 He moves mountains without their knowing it 
    and overturns them in his anger. 
6 He shakes the earth from its place 
    and makes its pillars tremble. 
7 He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; 
    he seals off the light of the stars. 
8 He alone stretches out the heavens 
    and treads on the waves of the sea. 
9 He is the Maker of the Bear[a] and Orion, 
    the Pleiades and the constellations of the south. 
10 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 
    miracles that cannot be counted. 
11 When he passes me, I cannot see him; 
    when he goes by, I cannot perceive him. 
12 If he snatches away, who can stop him? 
    Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 
13 God does not restrain his anger; 
    even the cohorts of Rahab cowered at his feet. 
  
14 “How then can I dispute with him? 
    How can I find words to argue with him? 
15 Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; 
    I could only plead with my Judge for mercy. 
16 Even if I summoned him and he responded, 
    I do not believe he would give me a hearing. 
17 He would crush me with a storm 
    and multiply my wounds for no reason. 
18 He would not let me catch my breath 
    but would overwhelm me with misery. 
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19 If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! 
    And if it is a matter of justice, who can challenge him[b]? 
20 Even if I were innocent, my mouth would condemn me; 
    if I were blameless, it would pronounce me guilty. 
  
21 “Although I am blameless, 
    I have no concern for myself; 
    I despise my own life. 
22 It is all the same; that is why I say, 
    ‘He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’ 
23 When a scourge brings sudden death, 
    he mocks the despair of the innocent. 

24 When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, 
    he blindfolds its judges. 
    If it is not he, then who is it? 
  
25 “My days are swifter than a runner; 
    they fly away without a glimpse of joy. 
26 They skim past like boats of papyrus, 
    like eagles swooping down on their prey. 
27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, 
    I will change my expression, and smile,’ 
28 I still dread all my sufferings, 
    for I know you will not hold me innocent. 
29 Since I am already found guilty, 
    why should I struggle in vain? 
30 Even if I washed myself with soap 
    and my hands with cleansing powder, 
31 you would plunge me into a slime pit 
    so that even my clothes would detest me. 
  
32 “He is not a mere mortal like me that I might answer him, 
    that we might confront each other in court. 
33 If only there were someone to mediate between us, 
    someone to bring us together, 
34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, 
    so that his terror would frighten me no more. 
35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, 
    but as it now stands with me, I cannot. 
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MONOLUGE 

Oh no! My poor Job what’s he saying now? (CLAPS HER HAND OVER HER MOUTH) 
  
(LOWERS VOICE) I have to keep my voice down. I don’t want Job to think I’m eavesdropping on 
him because I’m not, you understand. I just happen to have a lot of housework right next to 
where he is airing his woes. And it’s just a lucky coincidence that there is that wall so he doesn’t 
see me…not eavesdropping. 
He’s saying. If only God was a mortal like me so I could answer him… 
  
Ah that’s a beautiful thought.(PAUSES TO CONTEMPLATE IT)  For if God were a mortal like us, I’d 
give him a piece of mind, putting my husband through all this. (PAUSE WITH PAIN IN HER VOICE) 
Putting us both through this. 
  
What am I saying. God is so far above us, so powerful and holy that nothing Job or I could ever 
say would even matter. 
God is so far above us, it’s like when Job and I went hiking up that hill and looked down, our 
friends were so tiny I couldn’t even tell them apart. If my greatest enemy was amongst them, I 
wouldn’t have known. 
  
We are all so tiny and insignificant to God. How can he even tell us apart?  
Compared to his holiness, we’re all such scoundrels. .Why shouldn’t he treat us the same. 
My heart breaks for my husband’s unanswerable questions. If only I could give my husband the 
answers. But I have no answers to give. 
  
He pleads for a mediator between him and God. I am always running errands for my husband…. 
Ah, if I could only be that mediator. 
Not much chance of that. With my foolish words to him, I need a mediator between Job  and me. 
  
With my pitiful words and ragged righteousness, I echo my husband’s question: 
How could I ever approach God? 
  
And then a  thought occurs to me. A thought so audacious it takes my breath away. What if 
(PAUSE)  what if there were someone who could talk to God on our behalf? 
  
Someone who could plead our case? 
But it would have to be Someone who understands us and understands God,  
Someone who knows what it's like to go through what we are going through and someone who 
stands in the courts of heaven 
  
Someone who has compassion but also strength. 
  



Someone who is Holy enough to be accepted in the presence of God 
Someone who could plead with God for mercy 
Someone who could bridge the gap between us and God 
  
What am I thinking?  No one has those qualifications.   
  
Job’s right, what hope do we have of ever proving our innocence before God?  We are mortals 
and He is God.   
  
How could we ever approach God? 
  
  
We know that Job is a book about suffering…  We have seen that out of our times of suffering 
many questions arise…  Questions that are challenging…  Questions like…  
  

1. Is God even REAL? 
  

2. Why does EVIL exist? (Did God create it?) 
  

3. Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people? 
  

4. Why doesn’t God STOP Satan? 
  

5. Why was I even BORN? 
  

6. Is this because of SIN? 
  

7. What’s The POINT? 
  

8. I Should Answer for God, Shouldn’t I? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



But Job is also a book of Prophetic Pictures that Point to Christ…  Here in chapter 9 we see a 
clear foreshadowing of our Savior who is the perfect answer to the question that Job seems to 
be asking… 
  
How Could I Ever Approach God? 
 

• 2…how can mere mortals prove their innocence before God? 

• 3…Though they wished to dispute with him, they could not answer him one time out of a 
thousand. 4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out 
unscathed? 

• 11…When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I cannot perceive him. 12 If he 
snatches away, who can stop him?  Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 

• 14 “How then can I dispute with him? How can I find words to argue with him? 

• 16 Even if I summoned him and he responded, I do not believe he would give me a hearing. 

• 19…who can challenge him? 

• 30 Even if I washed myself with soap and my hands with cleansing powder, 31 you would 
plunge me into a slime pit so that even my clothes would detest me. 

• 32 “He is not a mere mortal like me that I might answer him, that we might confront each 
other in court. 33 If only there were someone to mediate between us, someone to bring 
us together, 34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would 
frighten me no more. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now stands 
with me, I cannot. 

  
I hear Job's desire and desperation…  He wants to meet with God, to talk with Him and discuss 
his situation, ask Him questions directly and find answers for his suffering and pain as well as 
vindication for the false accusations that have been launched against him by his friends. 
  
I also hear his frustration and hopelessness as he concludes that there is no possible way that 
he could ever approach God 
  
So, let's talk about what Job got right and what Job got wrong about God. 
  
Prophetically he… 
  
Identifies the problem (our separation from God) 
 
But misinterprets the cause (He believes God chooses to be separated from us rather than 
seeing our that it is our sin which separates us from a God who desires to be in relationship 
with us) 
   
  



Identifies the need (to be able to approach God, to have a relationship with Him, to argue our 
case before Him) 
 
But Misinterprets the availability (God cannot be approached)  
  
  
Identifies the solution ( A mediator) 
  

Someone who could talk to God on our behalf? 
Someone who could plead our case? 
Someone who understands us and understands God,  
Someone who knows what it's like to go through what we are going through and someone 
who stands in the courts of heaven 
Someone who has compassion but also strength. 
Someone who is Holy enough to be accepted in the presence of God 
Someone who could plead with God for mercy 
Someone who could bridge the gap between us and God 

  
But Misinterprets the existence of such a person 
  
  
Now I know what you're going to say…  "Of course Job, got things wrong, because he only 
understood God from an Old Testament Perspective.  Jesus, hadn't come yet so he couldn’t 
possibly know the things we know about God because they were revealed in Jesus - In the New 
Testament. 
  
But that is something WE get wrong about God…  He is the same yesterday, today and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8).  The Old Testament is there to teach us about God. The God of the Old 
Testament is the God of the New Testament.  In fact, that's where many modern day teachings 
go astray.  They try to separate The God of the Old Testament from The God of the New 
Testament.  (But that's for another message).  What I want you to see is that God is a God who 
has revealed Himself for who He is from the very beginning and Jesus does not reinterpret that 
revelation but is the fulfillment of all that God had already reveled himself to be in all the law 
and prophets. 
  
He walked with Adam and Eve, was merciful and did not destroy them when they sinned but 
provided a covering for them because He loved them and made a promise that a savior would 
come and crush the serpents head. 
  
He reveled Himself to Methuselah and Enoch - who walked with God "faithfully" for 300 years 
and was commended as one who pleased God and did not experience death because God took 
him away. 



God reveled Himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as a God of promise and provision 
  
God reveled Himself to Moses  as a faithful deliverer of His people, as powerful and present 
  
God reveled Himself to Joshua as a mighty warrior who pulled down the walls of Jericho 
  
God reveled Himself to David as The Great Shepherd and King of His people 
  
God reveled Himself to Solomon as wisdom beyond our understanding 
  
God reveled himself to Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel 
  
Job had all this to draw on in order to make right conclusions about God.  So, yes He got some 
things right and some things wrong.  And though we have even more revelation than Job, we 
also get some of these same things right and wrong about God. 
  
   
Job is correct in declaring that God is Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent….  But he is 
wrong in believing that we cannot perceive Him or talk to Him or have a relationship with Him. 
That He is unapproachable 
  

Isaiah 57:15 
15 For this is what the high and exalted One says— he who lives forever, whose name is 
holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

  
  
 
Job is correct in his description of God being far above us …  But he is incorrect in believing that 
God is distant and removed from us  
  

Psalm 145:18 
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

  
  
 
Job is correct in expressing that God is a God of justice and judgement… But he is wrong about 
how that justice and judgement is applied.  
  

Job believes that God's Justice and Judgement means he "destroys the blameless and the 
wicked"   



He fails to understand that God is also a God of mercy, grace and love  
  
For Job, God's Justice and judgement means everyone gets the same thing - wrath 
  
Instead, we must understand that God's Justice and Judgment means that everyone 
deserves the same thing 
 
but everyone has been given the opportunity to receive grace and mercy through faith in 
Jesus Christ and that both Judgement and Justice have been fulfilled in Christ's sacrifice on 
the cross for us 
  

Ephesians 1:7 

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace 
  
Ephesians 2:13 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 
  
   

  
Job is correct in reasoning that even the most righteous of our works looks like filth in the eyes 
of God…  That all our attempts  at making ourselves clean are fruitless in the eyes of God.  But 
he is wrong in thinking that there is no way for us to be righteous (or should I say NO ONE who 
can make us righteous) 
  

Romans 3:21-26 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, 
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
  

  
 
  



Job is correct in asking for a "mediator," an advocate, one who stands in the courts of heaven 
on our behalf, "one who can bring us together", "who can remove Gods wrath"….   But he is 
wrong in that he cannot imagine that such a person could exist.  He does not understand that 
God Himself has made provision for one who fulfills all these requirements.    
  

Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
  

  
Intercedes for us 
Went to Hell for us  
Redeemed us 
He bridged the gap 
Made us friends with God 
Gave us right standing 

 


