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For 9 Chapters we have seen how Nehemiah's work to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and to 

rebuild the spiritual life of God's people gives us insight in Establishing His Kingdom in our own 
hearts, in our families and in this world; and in taking hold of Jesus words in Matthew 16 that he 

would "..build {His} church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." 
  

Last week we learned that Establishing His Kingdom is not just about the initial work of building 
it but also the ongoing work of maintaining it.   

  
ACKNOWLEDGING OUR ONGOING NEED FOR CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE  

PURSUING RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOLINESS AND GODLINESS 
LEARNING FROM THE PAST 

  
Chapter 10 gives reminds us of yet another powerful tool that God has given us that helps us to 

Establish His Kingdom by both building it and maintaining it in our hearts, in our families and in 
this world - The Local Church. 

  

Nehemiah 10 

  

28 “The rest of the people—priests, Levites, gatekeepers, musicians, temple servants and all who 

separated themselves from the neighboring peoples for the sake of the Law of God, together with 

their wives and all their sons and daughters who are able to understand— 29 all these now join 

their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves with a curse and an oath to follow the Law 

of God given through Moses the servant of God and to obey carefully all the commands, 

regulations and decrees of the Lord our Lord. 

  

30 “We promise not to give our daughters in marriage to the peoples around us or take their 

daughters for our sons. 

  

31 “When the neighboring peoples bring merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, we will not 

buy from them on the Sabbath or on any holy day. Every seventh year we will forgo working the 

land and will cancel all debts. 

  

32 “We assume the responsibility for carrying out the commands to give a third of a shekel each 

year for the service of the house of our God: 33 for the bread set out on the table; for the regular 

grain offerings and burnt offerings; for the offerings on the Sabbaths, at the New Moon feasts 

and at the appointed festivals; for the holy offerings; for sin offerings to make atonement for 

Israel; and for all the duties of the house of our God. 

  



34 “We—the priests, the Levites and the people—have cast lots to determine when each of our 

families is to bring to the house of our God at set times each year a contribution of wood  to burn 

on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the Law. 

  

35 “We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the  Lord each year the 

firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree. 

  

36 “As it is also written in the Law, we will bring the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, of 

our herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, to the priests ministering there.  

  

37 “Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, the first of 

our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and olive 

oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes 

in all the towns where we work. 38 A priest descended from Aaron is to accompany the Levites 

when they receive the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth of the tithes up to the house of 

our God, to the storerooms of the treasury. 39 The people of Israel, including the Levites, are to 

bring their contributions of grain, new wine and olive oil to the storerooms, where the articles 

for the sanctuary and for the ministering priests, the gatekeepers and the musicians are also 

kept. 

  

“We will not neglect the house of our God.” 

 

Acts 2:41-47 

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day. 

  

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 

by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved. 
  

  

Hebrews 10:23-25 

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let 

us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. 



Ephesians 2:19-22 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 

people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
  

  

1 Timothy 3:14-16 

14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am 

delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the 

church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the 

mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by 

the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the 

world, was taken up in glory. 

  

  
The Church is God's PRIMARY VEHICLE for establishment of God's Kingdom in this world  

  
The propagation of the Gospel 

  
The Encouragement and Maturity of believers  

Evangelism 
Prayer 

Worship 
Discipleship 
Fellowship 

Communion 
Baptism 

  
Missions  

Beyond ourselves 
To demonstrate God's love and compassion for all the world 

  
*The Church may not be perfect, but it is a part of God's perfect plan 

  
  

The Church is worthy of our PARTICIPATION  
  

  
 



The Church requires our INVESTMENT 
Giving (Tithe & Offerings) 

Time & Leadership 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
 


