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In our study of the book of Ruth we have seen that LOVE IS DEFINED in the following 
ways… 
  

• Love Is A Choice 

• Love Means Commitment 

• Love Requires Sacrifice 

  
  

• Love means that God has a plan 

• Love begins with KINDNESS 

• Love PROVIDES 

• Love is HARD WORK and WORKS HARD 

• Love should be the BY-PRODUCT of a real relationship with God 

• Love always PROTECTS 

• Love treats others like FAMILY 

• Love is REWARDED by God 

  
  

• Love provides SECURITY 

• Love shows RESPECT 

• Love walks in PURITY 

• Love is PATIENT 

• Love is a PRIVILIGE 

• Love comes with RESPONSIBILITIES 

   
  

Ruth 4 
4 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-
redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit 
down.” So he went over and sat down. 
  
2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3 Then he 
said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the 
piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter 
to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in 
the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, 
tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.” 
  
“I will redeem it,” he said. 



5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the 
Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his 
property.” 
  
6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might 
endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.” 
  
7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become 
final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of 
legalizing transactions in Israel.) 
  
8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 

  
9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I 
have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also 
acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name 
of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family 
or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!” 
  
11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May 
the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who 
together built up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous 
in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, may 
your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 
  
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, 
the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to 
Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a guardian-
redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew your life and 
sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to 
you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 
  
16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there 
said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father 
of David. 
  
18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 19 Hezron the 
father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, 
22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. 
  



Chapter 4 defines love in terms of a KINSMEN-REDEEMER (or in some translations 
GUARDIAN-REDEEMER) 
   
The kinsman-redeemer is a male relative who, according to various laws of the 
Pentateuch, had the privilege or responsibility to act on behalf of a relative who was in 
trouble, danger, or need of vidication (In this case he was known as an avenger of blood 
or a close relative to whom restitution could be made). The Hebrew term (go el) for 
kinsman-redeemer designates one who delivers or rescues or redeems property or 
person.   
  

Leviticus 25:25 
25 “‘If one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells some of their property, 
their nearest relative is to come and redeem what they have sold. 
  
Leviticus 25:47-49 
47 “‘If a foreigner residing among you becomes rich and any of your fellow Israelites 
become poor and sell themselves to the foreigner or to a member of the foreigner’s 
clan, 48 they retain the right of redemption after they have sold themselves. One of 
their relatives may redeem them: 49 An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in 
their clan may redeem them. Or if they prosper (now the problem is once you have 
fallen into this situation it is almost impossible to get yourself out - Ruth for 
instance would not have a chance to do this on her own - the best she could hope 
for would be some scraps to possibly keep herself and Naomi alive.  This is a 
condition many in today's world find themselves too.  Spiritually speaking there is 

no hope of us paying our own debt) , they may redeem themselves. 

  
  

A kinsmen-redeemer might also have the responsibility of marrying a widow who had 
no children to carry on the line of her dead husband 

  
Luke 20:28 
28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves 
a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his 
brother. 
  

I like to define it this way…  One who CARRIES THE BURDEN 
  
  

It is tied closely to the idea of REDEMPTION 
  
It means to "BUY BACK" or "REGAIN" 



That's what love does…  It carries the burden that cannot be carried by the one two 
whom it belongs.  It buys back, pays the debt that is owed, it regains the freedom of the 
one who is enslaved, regains their name and position and ensures it's continued safety 
  
But there is much we can learn about God's love for us as we understand the principles 
of a Kinsmen-Redeemer 
  
1. He had to be a close relative 

  

4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in 
the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you 
will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right 
to do it except you, and I am next in line.” 
  

Philippians 2:6-7 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
   
Hebrews 2:11 
11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the 
same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 
  
Hebrews 2:14-15 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that 
is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their 
fear of death. 
  
Hebrews 2:17 
17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order 
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that 
he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 

  
  

As the Nicene Creed puts it, it was ‘for us … and for our salvation’ that He ‘came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man.’ 

  
  

  
  



2. He had to have the means to pay off the debt 
  

9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that 
I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have 
also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the 
name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among 
his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!” 
   

1 Peter 1:18-19 
18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect. 

  
Colossians 1:13-14 
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 

  
  

3. He had to be willing 
  

Ruth 3:12-13 
12 Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another 
who is more closely related than I. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he 
wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he 
is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 
  
All three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) record Jesus' interaction with a  
leper who says "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean"  All three gospels 
also record Jesus words to the man  "I AM WILLING"  
  

John 10:11 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
  
John 10:18 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my 
Father.” 

  

   



4. He had to redeem completely 

  
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, 
the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to 
Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a guardian-
redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew your life and 
sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better 
to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 

  
16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there 
said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 

   

Exodus 6:6-7 
6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from 
under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I 
will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 7 I 
will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 
   
Hebrews 10:11-18 
11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and 
again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when 
this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 
footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 
made holy. 

  
15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 
  
16 “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. 
I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 
  
17 Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” 

  
18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 

  
  

Titus 2:14 
14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for 
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 


