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In this series we will consider the ways in which the lives of Elijah and Elisha show us how to live
with power even in dark times

Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Acts 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Living with power in dark days means...
o TAKING A STAND for TRUTH.
« TRUSTING GOD for PROVISION
« PRAYING with PASSION and PERSISTENCE
o OPERATING with SIGNS and WONDERS
o CONFRONTING WICKEDNESS
e« OVERCOMING THE BATTLE WITHIN

They PURSUED a GREATER ANOINTING
2 Kings 2:1-15
2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on

their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel.

3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that
the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”



4 Then Eljjah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to
Jericho.

5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that
the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them walked on.

7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and
struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them
crossed over on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken
from you?”

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.

10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it
will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”

11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha
saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha
saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.

13 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the
bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it.
“Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the
right and to the left, and he crossed over.

15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is
resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.



John 14:10-14

10 Don’t you believe that [ am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you
I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his

work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe
on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do
the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going
to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

DESIRE

Desiring the anointing of God means that by faith we believe that the anointing of the Holy
Spirit and His gifts are real and are available for us today

Elisha wanted what Elisha had
Do you believe we can have what Jesus promised in John 14:127?
The Word of God teaches us what these gifts are...

Acts 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one
there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one
and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.



Romans 8:5
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.

Twice in 1 Corinthians Paul tells us to desire spiritual gifts

1 Corinthians 12:31
31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.

1 Corinthians 14:1
14 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit...

Unfortunately fear, doubt, unsound teaching, or lack of teaching quenches the desire for these
gifts and their operation in our lives.

Mark 4:19

19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things
come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

PURSUE

How do | pursue the anointing of God?

Stick close to the source of the anointing you desire
o Elisha refused to stay behind

o Obviously, Jesus
o His Word
o Spirit anointed churches, ministries, and people

o Focus more on the good than the bad
o Elisha didn’t want to talk about Elijah’s departure

e Ask, Seek, Knock

James 4:2
2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so
you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.



Luke 11:9-10

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

« Don’t waste time trying to figure everything out

ACT
The first thing Elisha did was pick up the cloak, folded it the way Elijah had and struck the water
No one told him he had what he had asked for he just stepped out in faith

Peter acted in faith when he accepted Jesus’ invitation and stepped out of the boat and began
to walk on water

Romans 1:17
17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4)

2 Corinthians 5:7
7 For we live by faith, not by sight.



