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Daniel 7 New International Version (NIV) 

Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 

7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed 

through his mind as he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream. 

2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of 

heaven churning up the great sea. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, 

came up out of the sea. 

4 “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were 

torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a human being, 

and the mind of a human was given to it. 

5 “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on 

one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up 

and eat your fill of flesh!’ 

6 “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a 

leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, 

and it was given authority to rule. 

7 “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—

terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and 

devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all 

the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 

8 “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, 

which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This 

horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 

9 “As I looked, 

“thrones were set in place, 

    and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 

His clothing was as white as snow; 

    the hair of his head was white like wool. 

His throne was flaming with fire, 

    and its wheels were all ablaze. 
10 A river of fire was flowing, 



    coming out from before him. 

Thousands upon thousands attended him; 

    ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

The court was seated, 

    and the books were opened. 
11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept 

looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 
12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a 

period of time.) 

13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,[a] 

coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 

his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and 

peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 

will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

The Interpretation of the Dream 

15 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind 

disturbed me. 16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of 

all this. 

“So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things: 17 ‘The four great beasts 

are four kings that will rise from the earth. 18 But the holy people of the Most High will 

receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’ 

19 “Then I wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all 

the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that 

crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. 20 I also 

wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, 

before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and 

that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging 

war against the holy people and defeating them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came and 

pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came 

when they possessed the kingdom. 

23 “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on 

earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, 

trampling it down and crushing it. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this 

kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will 

subdue three kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people 

and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his 

hands for a time, times and half a time.[b] 
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26 “‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed 

forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven 

will be handed over to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an 

everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’ 

28 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my 

face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daniel 8 New International Version (NIV) 

Daniel’s Vision of a Ram and a Goat 

8 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that 

had already appeared to me. 2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the 

province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 I looked up, and there before 

me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of 

the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 4 I watched the ram as it charged 

toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against it, and none 

could rescue from its power. It did as it pleased and became great. 

5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between its eyes 

came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 6 It came 

toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at it in 

great rage. 7 I saw it attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering its two 

horns. The ram was powerless to stand against it; the goat knocked it to the ground and 

trampled on it, and none could rescue the ram from its power. 8 The goat became very 

great, but at the height of its power the large horn was broken off, and in its place four 

prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven. 

9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the 

south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10 It grew until it reached the host of 

the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on 

them. 11 It set itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the LORD; it took 

away the daily sacrifice from the LORD, and his sanctuary was thrown down. 12 Because of 

rebellion, the LORD’s people[a] and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in 

everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long will it 

take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion 

that causes desolation, the surrender of the sanctuary and the trampling underfoot of the 

LORD’s people?” 

14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be 

reconsecrated.” 

The Interpretation of the Vision 

15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me 

stood one who looked like a man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, 

“Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.” 
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17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. “Son 

of man,”[b] he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.” 

18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then 

he touched me and raised me to my feet. 

19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the 

vision concerns the appointed time of the end.[c] 20 The two-horned ram that you saw 

represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the 

large horn between its eyes is the first king. 22 The four horns that replaced the one that 

was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not 

have the same power. 

23 “In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a fierce-

looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his 

own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. 

He will destroy those who are mighty, the holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, 

and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and 

take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human 

power. 

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up 

the vision, for it concerns the distant future.” 

27 I, Daniel, was worn out. I lay exhausted for several days. Then I got up and went about 

the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 
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Understanding God’s Plan 
  
Remember, that for our purposes, our study of Daniel is focusing on the idea of standing 
strong.  With that in mind we will not be spending a great deal of time discussing the 
details of the vision and it's interpretation; but rather more specifically how these 
visions as a whole teach us another principle of standing strong. 
  

I believe that in order to stand strong we must have an understanding of God's plan.   
  

1 Chronicles 12:32 New International Version (NIV) 

32 from Issachar, men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do—

200 chiefs, with all their relatives under their command; 
  

In order to gain that understanding there are four important principles we need to 
discuss  
  
  

1. Relationship Required 
a. Daniel had a relationship with God and out of that relationship God spoke to 

him and gave him divine revelation 
b. The closer our relationship with God the more revelation we will receive 

1 Corinthians 2:7-16 New International Version (NIV) 

7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God 

destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age 

understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9 However, as it is written: 

“What no eye has seen, 

    what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has conceived”[a]— 

    the things God has prepared for those who love him— 

10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a 

person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one 

knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received 

is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 

understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in 

words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 

explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.[b] 14 The person 

without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God 

but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
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discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes 

judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 

judgments, 16 for, 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord 

    so as to instruct him?”[c] 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

  
  

  
2. Receiving Revelation 

a. Dreams, visions, prayer, contemplation, reading and studying the Word of God 
  

b. Word Gifts - Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues, Prophecy, Word of 
Knowledge, Word of Wisdom 
  

c. Here in Daniel 2, 7, 8 we see these things  
Chapter 2 7 8. All focus on the same events revealed in slightly different ways 
and in some cases with slightly different pieces of information 
i. Rise and fall of 4 Kingdoms 
ii. A successive ruler out of that 4th kingdom (or a 5th Kingdom) who wars 

against the people of God and God himself 
iii. The victory of Christ over this ruler and the establishment of His eternal 

Kingdom 
  

d. Revelation does not always give us the entire picture and certainly not every 
detail 
i. 1 Corinthians 13:12 New International Version (NIV) 

12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

ii. Progressive Revelation (Like Joseph…  he doesn’t always give us the entire 

plan at once) 
  

  
e. Revelation can, and often does, apply to more than one time frame 

i. Chapter 8 obviously refers to Antiochus Epiphanes, but combined with the 
visions of chapter 2 and 7 as well as other prophecies in the Word of God; 
also refers to the End Times and the antichrist  
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3. Repeated Reexamination 

James 1:22-25 New International Version (NIV) 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who 

looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the 

perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have 

heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 
a. The Devil is in the Details…   

i. Sometimes there are things hiding that we have not yet seen 
ii. But also we must be careful not to focus too much on the details and miss 

the overall meaning of the revelation 
Matthew 23:23-24 New International Version (NIV) 

23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 

give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected 

the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. 

You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

iii. Notice the repetitive nature of the revelation given three times and even 

a 4th in chapter 11, this time even more speificially 
  
  

  
  

4. Resist Reinterpretation 
  

Daniel 7:28 New International Version (NIV) 

28 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my 

thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.” 

  

Daniel 8:27 New International Version (NIV) 

27 I, Daniel, was worn out. I lay exhausted for several days. Then I got up and 

went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond 

understanding. 

  
2 Peter 1:20-21 New International Version (NIV) 

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about 

by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its 

origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 


